
before the concepts o f a s e p s i s and a n a e s t h e s i a became widely accepted
t h e r e was a marked inc rease in a c t i v e treatment and in the 1840s the
Governors were q u e s t i o n i n g the huge i nc r ea se in the a p p l i c a t i o n of l eeches ,
t o the temples f o r headaches , the stomach for coughs and behind the ears
f o r f e v e r s and c o n v u l s i o n s . In one year the cost o f leeches ac tua l l y
came t o more t h a n t h e c o s t of the nurses ' and s e r v a n t s ' wages. T h o s e

four nurses were kept extremely busy merely attending to their ' b i t e s ' .

It was in 1864 that the p h y s i c i a n s and surgeons made a very s t rong appeal
for more nurses t o be employed and t r a ined in the s k i l l s required of
t h e m . Unfor tunately the s t a t e of the I n fi r m a r y ' s finances was such that
they could a ffo rd to do n e i t h e r . Ins tead , the h o s p i t a l t r i e d to a c h i e v e
t h e i r aim by using members of a Home e s t ab l i shed loca l ly as a High Church
r e l i g i o u s s i s t e rhood who offe red to provide pupil nurses a t no cost to

The s t rong ly P r o t e s t a n t f a c t i o n amongst the subscr ibe rs
r e a c t e d f u r i o u s l y to t h i s t h r e a t t o t h e p a t i e n t s i n t h e i r h o s p i t a l .
very acrimonious meeting lasting four hours was held in the City Tolsey
or Gu i ldha l l , the only place big enough to hold a l l who wished to a t t end .
Every word o f that four hours is recorded in the two fu l l c l o s e l y p r i n t e d
pages in the Gloucester Journa l , so important was t h i s issue to the City.
The Protestants won the day and, in spite of further appeals, a training
school was not f u l l y e s t ab l i shed in Gloucester for another ten years ,
fol lowing a special e ffo r t to put the finances on a s t ronger foo t ing .

In the next twenty years the hosp i ta l and i t s doctors and nurses progressed
t o w a r d s t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . However, in 1900 the Governors saw fi t to
confirm the fo l lowing bye laws and have them s p e c i a l l y p r i n t e d and distri-
b u t e d :

Infirmary Bye Laws 1900

Duties o f the House Surgeon, Ass i s t an t House Surgeon and Dispenser
a s t h e y a f f e c t t h e N u r s e s

1. They s h a l l r e g u l a r l y and p u n c t u a l l y change the d r e s s i n g s of
p a t i e n t s who have b e e n o p e r a t e d upon u n l e s s t h e Su rgeon in
c h a r g e o f t h e c a s e s h a l l h a v e d i r e c t e d o t h e r w i s e o r
a u t h o r i s e d t h i s d u t y b e i n g d e l e g a t e d t o t h e N u r s e .

2. Sub-cutaneous i n j e c t i o n s of drugs sha l l be given only by
t h e House o r A s s i s t a n t House S u rg e o n and s h a l l not be delega-
t e d t o a Nurse .

In the light of the worries of nurses today, i t would be interesting to
discover when surg ica l wound dress ings and sub-cutaneous i n j e c t i o n s came
to be recognised as part of the ro l e o f the nurse . However, since the
byelaws disappeared without comment at the next p r i n t i n g , we may assume
t h e G l o u c e s t e r n u r s e s q u i e t l y e x t e n d e d the i r r o l e without f u r t h e r d e b a t e .

There were several other developments of the nurse's role and the
Gloucester records c l e a r l y show that the para-medical p ro fess ions began as
extended nurs ing roles. I n 1837 t h e p h y s i c i a n s had c o m p l a i n e d b e c a u s e the
matron had "caused a very mater ial devia t ion in the d i e t ordered for a
pat ient" and the matron was cautioned not to i n t e r f e r e with the d ie ts of
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