
the p a t i e n t s . In 1892, however, the nurses began courses of ten lessons
in d ie te t i c s and sick cookery at the Gloucestershire School of Cookery
and gradually took over the responsibi l i ty for the special d i e t s .
was remarked upon in an a r t i c l e about the school in the Nur s ing M i r r o r in
1910 and was not a l t e r e d u n t i l a d i e t i c i a n was appo in ted in the 1940s.

In November 1896 the fi r s t photographs were taken in the h o s p i t a l by
means o f R o n t g e n Rays . La t e r, a nurse was appo in ted t o a s s i s t in the
r a p i d l y growing depar tment and in the 1930s the X-ray s i s t e r was being
sent to attend a four-day course in X-ray techniques a t the Victory X-ray
Corporat ion for a fee of t h r ee gu ineas . I n November 1916 the Massage,
E l e c t r i c i t y and Radial Heat Department was opened wi th a massage s i s t e r
in c h a r g e . She had a t t e n d e d a c o u r s e f o r masseuses and by 1929 the
s i s t e r i n c h a rg e was e x p e c t e d t o h o l d a post n u r s e r e g i s t r a t i o n c e r t i fi c a t e
of the Chartered Society in Massage, and Medical Gymnastics. I n t h e 1 9 2 0 s

nurses were being sent on pharmaceutical courses prior to appointment as
a s s i s t a n t t o t h e d i s p e n s e r in t h e p h a r m a c y. These were a l l e x t e n s i o n s to
the nurses ' r o l e t h a t were even tua l ly to develop into the para-medical pro-
fess ions and a subsequent con t r ac t i on in the ro l e aga in .

This p r o c e s s appea r s almost v io len t a longs ide two o t h e r a r e a s of nu r s ing
in Gloucester during the same per iod . Ye t i n a s i m i l a r b u t much s l o w e r
fashion the r o l e s of the nurses in the local Lunatic Asylum and Workhouse
I n fi r m a r y a l s o expanded and c o n t r a c t e d over t h i s p e r i o d .

The f o r m a t i o n of t h e G l o u c e s t e r Union a s a r e s u l t o f t h e 1834 Poor Law
reforms r e s u l t e d in the bu i ld ing of a Workhouse I n fi r m a r y. T h e G l o u c e s t e r
G u a r d i a n s were u n u s u a l i n t h a t t h e y a p p o i n t e d a n u r s e from t h e s t a r t and
their a d v e r t s t a t e d t h a t "none need apply who are not thoroughly competent
t o perform t h e i r d u t i e s " . The n u r s e was a l l o w e d an e x t r a s o v e r e i g n p e r
annum to provide "all the basins and chamber pots necessary to do her job".
One nurse looked a f t e r an average o f 70 to 80 p a t i e n t s and, when i t was
s u g g e s t e d she needed an ass i s tan t , an enquiry had to be held. T h e en-

qu i ry found that 40 p a t i e n t s were t ak ing medic ines ; 20 o t h e r s were under
t reatment by g a rg l e s , l o t i o n s , bandages, e t c . A f u r t h e r 24 were not
r e a l l y i l l b u t aged and i n fi r m , but n e v e r t h e l e s s a b l e to a s s i s t in the
v a r i o u s w a r d s . No a s s i s t a n t was appointed but the n u r s e was given a £5
r i s e . In 1868 s i x paupers were o f fi c i a l l y made wardsmen and a s s i s t a n t
w a s h e r s i n t h e h o s p i t a l .

By the 1880s the re were two a s s i s t a n t nurses and a t the end of the century
they were t ak ing p roba t ione r s f o r a one-year t r a i n i n g . The h o s p i t a l a l s o
had a t r a i n e d s u p e r i n t e n d e n t n u r s e . Slowly the Poor Law nurses a l s o took
on more and more t a s k s as newer t r e a t m e n t s became commonplace but they
were always looked down upon by their Gloucester (now Royal) Infirmary
c o l l e a g u e s . The I n fi r m a r y c o n s i s t e n t l y r e fused approaches by the Guardians
to a l l o w t h e n u r s e s a t t h e Union I n fi r m a r y t o o b t a i n e x p e r i e n c e in a c u t e
s u rg i c a l n u r s i n g to enable them t o o f f e r a complete t r a i n i n g and it was
not until the coming of the National Health Service (NHS) that the two
t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s were amalgamated. S e v e r a l n u r s e s who had n e v e r regis-
t e r ed under the Nurses R e g i s t r a t i o n Act (1919) con t inued t o c a r r y out f u l l
nurs ing d u t i e s i n c l u d i n g d r e s s i n g s and i n j e c t i o n s u n t i l 1930 when the hos-
pi ta l became the City General and the responsibi l i ty of the local government.
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