INVOLVING STUDENT NURSES IN AN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

One of my own long term plans is to produce an account of how nurse training
has developed during the last 100 years in the School of Nursing in which I

trained, and in which I am currently employed. One aspect of this account

will be concerned with '"how it was'" for nurses who have trained there during
the last sixby vears. In this article I should like to describe how I in-

volved a group of third year learners in the collection of oral evidence re-
lating to this period.

Preparation

A certain amount of preparation was needed before the students could participate.

Any project which involves the use of oral evidence must begin with an examina-
tion of the available written material. This is so that questions can be
generated which relate directly to the local and national events for which in-
formation is required. There was not enough time for the students to do this
for themselves. I needed, therefore, to decide how much information I should
give them, from my own knowledge of the available sources, so that they could
construct meaningful interview schedules.

It was also necessary to find a sample of 'old' nurses who were willing to
participate in this project. I did this by contacting a number of members of
the Nurses League, which comprises nurses who trained in the hospital and also
those who have worked there for more than three years. T-soon' feund fifteen
nurses who had trained there who were able to participate. One had trained
from 1916 to 1920, five in the 1920s, five in the 1930s, two in the 1940s and
two in the 1950s. There was one male nurse trained in the 1950s in the sample.
As I will be interviewing other nurses later, I felt that it would be helpful
for these learners if we collected small amounts of information relating to a
longer period rather than focussing on, for example, the 1920s. I was able to
arrange for all of the interviews to take place at 2.00 p.m. on the same day,
either in the subject's home or at his/her place of work.

Other preliminary work included the arrangement of transport, for although all
the nurses to be interviewed lived within thirty miles of the hospital, some
lived in rather remote areas. Transport was the only financial cost. (Just
for interest it cost £32.04.) Finally, I prepared the teaching sessions
necessary in order to prepare the students to take part in this project.

The project was explained briefly to the students during the first session of
the week as one part of the block content. I have to admit that the level of
enthusiasm at this time for the proposed project was not very high. I had
a2llocated three periods, of one hour each, to prepare for the interview, two
sessions in which to discuss the background to the project, and one in which
to draw up an interview schedule.

In the first session it was necessary to motivate as well as inform. I did
this by producing my limited resources, photographs, records of meetings, etc.
and newspaper cuttings. I used these to introduce some of the local and
nztional events which could have affected nurse training during the last sixty
years. Some time was also spent discussing the 'old' hospital which is where
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