6) Off duty pursuits

7) Effects of national issues as appropriate

- 1st and 2nd World War

- registration

- depression

- National Health Service
- drug therapy

- medical advances.

During the interview a number of nurses produced photographs, old exam
papers and other documents which we have been able to photocopy or retain.

The first session of the following morning was spent in discussing the
interview itself, some of the problems encountered and some of the high-
lights. We also looked at the evidence collected and discussed how
this could best be used both as original data and as a source from which
further questions for interviewing other nurses could be devised.

Evaluation

A lot of time and preparation is necessary if a project such as this is to
be successful. Not only is there a need for a lot of preparation time
for the teacher, but the students needed seven hours, including travel
time, to be prepared for, and to carry out, the interview. However, it
was a successful enterprise - the students gained confidence in interview
technique and were able to discuss the use and criticisms of such material.

Another unexpected bonus was that the students subconsciously gained a
greater sense of their heritage - this was an emotional response but none-
theless valuable one. Since then several of them have come to me with
other 'bits' they have discovered about the 'old' hospital. It would also
appear that the nurses being interviewed enjoyed the experience. Word of
mouth has led to several more volunteers who would 'like to tell their
story'. An extract from a letter received further confirms this:

"I feel I must write to say how much I enjoyed the visit of your
two young students. I do hope my answers are of help to you.
It was very interesting to me to hear of all the advances in
student's training today."

Finally, I now have a mass of data to use in the eventual account, but which
can also be used to produce further questions for future interviews.

Ruth Hawker
Exeter
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