
6) Off duty p u r s u i t s

7) E ff ec t s of na t iona l i s sues as appropr ia te
- l s t and 2nd World War
- r e g i s t r a t i o n
- d e p r e s s i o n
- N a t i o n a l H e a l t h S e r v i c e
- d r u g t h e r a p y
- m e d i c a l advances .

During the interview a number of nurses produced photographs, old exam
papers and other documents which we have been able to photocopy or retain.

The fi r s t session of the following morning was spent in discussing the
interview i t s e l f , some of the problems encountered and some of the high-
l i g h t s . We also looked at the evidence c o l l e c t e d and d i s c u s s e d how
t h i s could b e s t be used both as o r i g i n a l d a t a and as a source from which
f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s for i n t e r v i e w i n g o t h e r n u r s e s could be devised .

E v a l u a t i o n

A l o t of time and p repa ra t ion i s necessary i f a p r o j e c t such a s t h i s i s t o
be s u c c e s s f u l . Not only is there a need fo r a l o t of p repara t ion time
for the teacher, but the students needed seven hours, including travel
time, to be prepared fo r, and to carry ou t , the in te rv iew. However, i t
was a successful e n t e r p r i s e - the s tudents gained confidence in interview
t e c h n i q u e and were a b l e to d i s c u s s the use and c r i t i c i s m s o f such m a t e r i a l .

Another unexpected bonus was that the students subconsciously gained
greater sense of t h e i r he r i t age - t h i s was an emotional response but none-
t h e l e s s v a l u a b l e one. Since then several of them have come to me with
other ' b i t s ' they have discovered about the ' o l d ' hosp i t a l . I t would also
a p p e a r t h a t t h e n u r s e s b e i n g i n t e r v i e w e d en joyed the e x p e r i e n c e . Wo r d o f
mouth has led to several more volunteers who would ' l i k e to t e l l their
s t o r y ' . An e x t r a c t f rom a l e t t e r r e c e i v e d f u r t h e r c o n fi r m s t h i s :

"I f ee l I must wr i t e t o say how much I enjoyed the v i s i t o f your
two young s t u d e n t s . I do hope my answers are of help to you.
I t was very interest ing to me to hear of all the advances in
s t u d e n t ' s t r a i n i n g today."

F i n a l l y, I now have a mass of da ta t o use in the eventua l account , but which
can a l s o be used to produce f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s f o r f u t u r e i n t e r v i e w s .

Ruth H a w k e r
E x e t e r
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