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Wi th s o much t h a t n e e d s t o be r e a d t h e s t u d e n t and r e s e a r c h e r in n u r s i n g
h i s t o r y may not see the relevance o f t h i s book to t h e i r s p e c i fi c fi e l d
in the fi r s t ins tance , but i t would be worth t h e i r while to set aside
t i m e f o r t h i s r e a d a b l e book. Although not i t s primary aim, which is to
r e fl e c t on t h e c h a n g e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r which s o c i a l s c i e n c e r e s e a r c h
i s b e i n g c a r r i e d out in t h i s c o u n t r y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e p r e s e n t fi n a n c i a l
s t r i n g e n c i e s , the book c e r t a i n l y puts primary, secondary and o ra l sources
of nursing history into fresh perspective in a thoughtful way, and will
a s s i s t t h e h i s t o r i a n t o a s s e s s t h e i r v a l u e i n a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t .
f o r the gu idance and informat ion of p r e s e n t day s o c i a l r e s e a r c h e r s , each
c h a p t e r c o n t a i n s good a d v i c e f o r r e s e a r c h e r s in many fi e l d s o f s o c i a l
h is tory, f o r, after a l l , the social research documents of today are sources
f o r t o m o r r o w ' s h i s t o r i a n . T h i s book s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e s t i m u l a t e t h o s e
i n t e r e s t e d i n nu r s ing h i s t o r y to look a l i t t l e more c r i t i c a l l y at source
mater ia l and i t could help him to avoid making too d e fi n i t e a suppos i t i on
about what a c t u a l l y happened from l im i t ed and p o t e n t i a l l y b i a s e d r ecords .

T h i s w a r n i n g i s p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r in t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e c h a p t e r by
Ronald Frankenburg with the off-putt ing t i t l e , 'Incidence or incidents:
p o l i t i c a l and methodological underpinnings o f a h e a l t h research process in
a small I t a l i a n town'. Several o f the t i t l e s may tempt the reader t o
sk ip whole c h a p t e r s when d ipp ing in to the book a t fi r s t , fo r i t i s indeed
a book t o be d i p p e d i n t o r a t h e r t h a n r e a d t h r o u g h from c o v e r t o c o v e r .
Yet r e fe rences t o the work of the o ther c o n t r i b u t o r s g radua l ly leads the
r e a d e r b a c k and forth un t i l , surprisingly, there are no more chapters
l e f t t o r e a d .

There a r e c o n s t a n t r e m i n d e r s that r e c o r d s e x t a n t a r e most l i k e l y t o be
t h o s e of men, and l e s s f requent ly of women, in au tho r i t y who will a l ready
have manipulated the information therein. The p o i n t i s most c l e a r l y
made by Ja lna Hanmer and Diana Leonard in the chapter on 'Negot ia t ing the
problem: the DHSS and research on violence in marriage' where they state
tha t "Research methodology, with i t s emphasis on so ca l led o b j e c t i v i t y,
was s e e n a s i n e v i t a b l y l e a d i n g b o t h t o a d e n i a l o f r e a l i t y and t o t h e
c o n fi r m a t i o n o f the dominant ideology" : a s a l u t a r y r e m i n d e r t o t h e
h i s t o r i a n that t h i s i s j u s t as l i k e l y t o be so o f the r eco rds o f those
men in authori ty, the Boards of Governors and of Guardians, the City
C o u n c i l s and N a t i o n a l Government. M o s t r e c o r d s s t i l l a v a i l a b l e w i l l n o t
give the whole p i c t u r e as long as t h e voice o f the n u r s e a t t h e bedside
and the p a t i e n t she i s n u r s i n g i s only f a i n t l y heard i f a t a l l .

Which b r i n g s u s t o t h e o r a l h i s t o r i a n who would be o f t h e fi r s t t o
recognise the value of t h i s book, in p a r t i c u l a r Hilary Graham's chapter,
'Surveying through S t o r i e s ' . T h e r e s e a r c h e r who fi n d s i t d i f fi c u l t t o
obta in s p e c i fi c information from an e l d e r l y informant unwill ing to be
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