
conducted through a s t r u c t u r e d in te rv iew but d e l i g h t e d with the opportuni ty

to r emin i sce a t random, wi l l enjoy t h i s p i e c e . However, i t would be

helpful i f Ms Graham could have given guidance and examples of the presen-

t a t i o n of t he w r i t t e n o r t aped m a t e r i a l g a i n e d in t h i s manner.

The predominantly feminist bias to the whole book, especial ly the chapters
by Sue Scott, 'The personable and the powerful: gender and status
in sociological research' , and Janet Finch, ' I t ' s great to have someone to
talk to: the ethics and po l i t i cs of interviewing women', will increase the
under s t and ing o f the s tudent o f the h i s t o r y o f n u r s i n g in i n t e r p r e t i n g and

r e c o r d i n g e v e n t s t ha t have o c c u r r e d in what i s s t i l l p r i m a r i l y r e c o g n i s e d

as a woman's occupat ion.

The book r a p i d l y d i s p e l s the myth in vogue amongst some n u r s e s t h a t r e sea rch

is the e x c i t i n g and guaranteed s o l u t i o n to a l l nursing problems. I t wi l l

a l s o be u s e f u l r e a d i n g f o r any nu r se i n v e s t i g a t i n g the h i s t o r y o f r e s e a r c h

in n u r s i n g and f o r the s tudent o f the new Diploma in Nursing, Unit Five on

r e s e a r c h . I t i s a book to read when w e i g h t i e r tomes a r e t h r e a t e n i n g to
o v e r w h e l m .

The chapter by Nicky James, a nurse turned soc io log i s t , will reassure some

n u r s e s who a r e a n x i o u s to move i n t o an academic m i l i e u and I s u s p e c t t h a t

many w i l l be a t t r a c t e d by t h i s c h a p t e r fi r s t and move on t o t h e r e s t of t he

b o o k f r o m t h e r e . It may a l s o come a s a s u r p r i s e to nu r ses and t o o t h e r s

working in t h e NHS that o t h e r d i s c i p l i n e s are b e s e t by t r auma t i c and e q u a l l y

disrupt ive re-organisat ions as Colin B e l l ' s chapter, 'The SSRC: restructured
and d e f e n d e d ' i l l u s t r a t e s .

Ronald Frankenburg o f f e r s a s a l u t a r y thought for the nurse or doctor

r e s e a r c h i n g n u r s i n g o r medical h i s t o r y : "the hospital doctor, primary health
p h y s i c i a n and even the nurse may not be aware that t he re i s a se t o f e x p e r i -

ences to be o r c h e s t r a t e d . Thei r b i o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g may have depr ived them

of the a b i l i t y to perce ive , the des i re to act and the s k i l l s t o do so".

Perhaps the concep ts expressed in t h i s book may provide i n s i g h t s which could

r e d r e s s the ba lance and c e r t a i n l y anyone wishing to fo l low any of them

f u r t h e r wi l l be helped by the wealth o f r ead ing i d e n t i fi e d in the extremely

comprehensive b i b l i o g r a p h y.

F.S.
* *

Sources for the His tory o f Nursing in Great Britain
Christopher Maggs ( e d . & c o m p . ) w i t h the a s s i s t ance
of Malcolm Newby
King's Fund Project Paper No.46, King's Fund Centre 1984, £2.50

This book, by Chris topher Maggs and Malcolm Newby, i s an invaluable guide
t o sources in t h e h i s t o r y o f nur s ing . I t has a very r e a d a b l e s t y l e , in

which the w r i t e r s d i sp lay a c e r t a i n mastery o f the d i s c i p l i n e and sub jec t
area which has allowed them to bring clarity and simplicity to the presen-
t a t i o n .
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