
The book is aimed at a wide audience. I t was written not just for
h i s t o r i a n s and those who may a l r e a d y be c a r r y i n g o u t r e s e a r c h i n h i s t o r y,
but a l s o f o r those who a r e simply i n t e r e s t e d in r ead ing and i n fi n d i n g
out more about h i s t o r y and the h i s t o r y of nu r s ing .

The t e x t i s d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e main s e c t i o n s . The fi r s t s e c t i o n i s

concerned with research methodology, g iv ing d e t a i l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s on
l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h i n g and the use o f l i b r a r i e s . When i t c o m e s t o t h e

time for writing up research, there is a very useful discussion on foot-
noting and referencing, on prearing a bibliography, with i l lus t ra ted
examples o f how t h e s e s h o u l d be s e t o u t . My only c r i t i c i s m of th i s
section is that too much detail is included in places, part icularly in
the area of Catalogue Cards and in expla in ing the d i f f e r e n t l i b r a r y
c l a s s i fi c a t o r y systems.

The second section, by far the greater proportion of the book, contains
some 600 r e f e r ences , mainly secondary source m a t e r i a l , many with annota-
t i o n s . The section is divided into ten sub-sections, each of which con-
t a i n s e l e c t e d readings and sources of h i s t o r i c a l evidence on the many
topics in history, including women's work, medicine and the medical pro-
fession, and the role of fi c t i o n and films as h i s to r i ca l evidence. The
whole s e c t i o n c e n t r e s a r o u n d n u r s i n g a s i t s theme. T h e r e i s a l i s t o f
d i f f e r e n t types of primary source m a t e r i a l .

The arrangement of the contents will c l e a r l y a s s i s t readers in making
a s t a r t f o r themselves in doing some research , in i d e n t i f y i n g s p e c i fi c
c o n d i t i o n s and p e r s p e c t i v e s i n h i s t o r y f o r t h e i r s t u d y . E a c h s u b - s e c t i o n
i s introduced by a s h o r t explanatory d i scuss ion with comments on the
s t r e n g t h s and weaknesses of c e r t a i n works l i s t e d . C l e a r a n n o t a t i o n s a r e
inc luded throughout which h e l p t o make the c o n t e n t s r e a d a b l e , informative
and i n t e r e s t i n g .

Though each sub-section is separate and d i s t inc t , we are also made aware
of d e fi n i t e i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s between these sub-sec t ions and t h e i r
o v e r a l l l i n k w i t h n u r s i n g . For instance, in the sub-sec t ion on medicine
and the medical p r o f e s s i o n , the power which the medical p r o f e s s i o n and

sc ience has e x e r c i s e d over n u r s i n g may be examined and the part
which t h i s s t i l l p l a y s today in de te rmin ing the o r g a n i s a t i o n of the hos-
p i t a l n u r s i n g sys t em can be s e e n .

In the sub-sec t ion concerned with sources fo r the study of women's h i s t o r y,
we see t h a t t h i s r e l a t i v e l y new area of r esea rch i s c l o s e l y l inked with
the change in d i r e c t i o n o f a t t i t u d e and though t w i t h i n n u r s i n g in more
recent times. Then in the s u b - s e c t i o n on n u r s i n g h i s t o r y a very exten-
s ive r ead ing l i s t here enab les in -dep th s t u d i e s and r ead ing to be c a r r i e d
out and wi l l a l low f o r new d i r e c t i o n s in n u r s i n g h i s t o r y to be explored.

The third sect ion gives a l i s t of addresses where some of the major sources
are held though obviously i t does not give any telephone numbers for the

i n s t i t u t i o n s l i s t e d .

I found t h i s book t o be a v e r y c l e a r g u i d e to the s o u r c e s f o r the h i s t o r y
of nursing. I do not h e s i t a t e t o recommend i t . S e v e r a l c o p i e s s h o u l d
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