The book is aimed at a wide audience. It was written not just for
historians and those who may already be carrying out research in history,
but also for those who are simply interested in reading and in finding
out more about history and the history of nursing.

The text is divided into three main sections. The first section is
concerned with research methodology, giving detailed instructions on
literature searching and the use of libraries. When it comes to the

time for writing up research, there is a very useful discussion on foot-
noting and referencing, on prearing a bibliography, with illustrated
examples of how these should be set out. My only criticism of this
section is that too much detail is included in places, particularly in
the area of Catalogue Cards and in explaining the different library
classificatory systems.

The second section, by far the greater proportion of the book, contains
some 600 references, mainly secondary source material, many with annota-
tions. The section is divided into ten sub-sections, each of which con-
tain selected readings and sources of historical evidence on the many
topics in history, including women's work, medicine and the medical pro-
fession, and the role of fiction and films as historical evidence. The
whole section centres around nursing as its theme. There is a list of
different types of primary source material.

The arrangement of the contents will clearly assist readers in making

a start for themselves in doing some research, in identifying specific
conditions and perspectives in history for their study. Each sub-section
is introduced by a short explanatory discussion with comments on the
strengths and weaknesses of certain works listed. Clear annotations are
included throughout which help to make the contents readable, informative
and interesting.

Though each sub-section is separate and distinct, we are also made aware
of definite inter-relationships between these sub-sections and their
overall link with nursing. For instance, in the sub-section on medicine
and the medical profession, the power which the medical profession and
medical science has exercised over nursing may be examined and the part
which this still plays today in determining the organisation of the hos-
pital nursing system can be seen.

In the sub-section concerned with sources for the study of women's history,
we see that this relatively new area of research is closely linked with
the change in direction of attitude and thought within nursing in more
recent times. Then in the sub-section on nursing history a very exten-
sive reading list here enables in-depth studies and reading to be carried
out and will allow for new directions in nursing history to be explored.

The third section gives a list of addresses where some of the major sources
are held though obviously it does not give any telephone numbers for the
institutions listed.

I found this book to be a very clear guide to the sources for the history
of nursing. I do not hesitate to recommend it. Several copies should
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