
THE EXTENDING ROLE OF THE NURSE IN 19TH CENTURY GLOUCESTER

During the mid seven t i e s of t h i s century there was widespread concern

amongst many n u r s e s with r e g a r d to p r o c e d u r e s c a r r i e d o u t by nurses under

t h e u m b r e l l a t i t l e o f t h e E x t e n d e d Role o f t h e Nurse. Many l e t t e r s were

wr i t t en to the p r e s s d e c r y i n g t h i s move t o t ake o v e r

identified as rightly belonging to the doctor. The Department o f Heal th

and Social Security (DHSS) in 1977 published a circular e n t i t l e d The

Extended R o l e o f t h e Cl in ica l Nurse - L e g a l Impl icat ions and Training

Requirements and the RCN in 1979 deve loped t h e t h e m e i n a b o o k l e t wi th

the s l i g h t l y amended t i t l e The Extended Clinical Role of the Nurse.
the i n t r o d u c t i o n i t r e f e r r e d t o nu r ses "unde r t ak ing a task which has

h i t h e r t o been r e g a r d e d a s the p r e r o g a t i v e o f o t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l s in the

medical and para medical fie ld" .

Anxiety about the nurse usurping the doctor ' s role is not a new phenomenon

R e g i s t r a t i o n Act o f 1919 on to the S t a t u t e Books c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s .

phys ic ian , Thomas Fuller, in 1730 asks t ha t she i s "not so concei ted of

her own s k i l l s as to give her own medicines p r i v a t e l y " .

T h e

In the p r e f a c e of h i s Handbook f o r Nurses Dr J.K. Watson s t a t e d that he

would "abs ta in from d iscuss ing the vexed quest ion as to how much medical

knowledge we should impart to our nu r ses" . He went on t o say t h a t " i t

is common e x p e r i e n c e that the more h i g h l y q u a l i fi e d the n u r s e the l e s s

l i k e l i h o o d is t he re of her a t t e m p t s to usurp the r o l e of the medical man".

Miss Luckes, whose General Nursing was adopted as the standard textbook
for n u r s e s i n t r a i n i n g by t h e G l o u c e s t e r I n fi r m a r y in the mid 1890s, took

considerable trouble to explain the posi t ion of the doctor in re la t ionship

t o t h e n u r s e . "Tra in ing Schools for Nurses a r e n o t e s t a b l i s h e d with the

o b j e c t o f s u p p l y i n g second o r t h i r d r a t e d o c t o r s b u t t o p roduce fi r s t r a t e

nurses". C h a p t e r IV b e g i n s w i t h a s e c t i o n on t h e d i s t i n c t i o n be tween t he

work o f d o c t o r s and n u r s e s and i d e n t i fi e s t ha t the " i m p o r t a n t work o f the

nurse l i e s in carrying out the plan of treatment prescribed by the doctor".

The fi r s t r eco rds t o give a c l u e t o t h e d e t a i l s of the work o f nurses in

Gloucester a r e those of the Overseers of the Poor i n the Ci ty P a r i s h e s in

in the Accounts o f Ex t rao rd ina ry Disbursements to Those
A n u r s e was a p p a r e n t l y an e x p e n s i v e luxury. N o r m a l l y t h e o v e r -

s ee r paid one neighbour to tend or nurse another and the disbursements of

6d or 1/- to Goody Olive Packer or Sk i l l an to look a f t e r Goody E l l i o t t ,

Widow H a l l e n or D u d s o n ' s w i f e a r e most f r e q u e n t e n t r i e s . These ' n u r s e s '
times as recipients of care themselves. On

t h e o c c a s i o n s when t h e n u r s e was c a l l e d in she was r a r e l y i d e n t i fi e d by

name b u t h e r t i t l e a l w a y s w a r r a n t e d c a p i t a l l e t t e r s and she was p a i d a

f a i r l y s t a n d a r d 5 s h i l l i n g s for a t t e n d a n c e . One unusual record, however,
m e n t i o n s t h e n u r s e by name and i d e n t i fi e s t h e p r o c e d u r e s s h e c a r r i e d out.

In the P a r i s h o f St Michael in the Ci ty of Gloucester i n 1763 the oversee r

paid Mrs Taylor 3 / - f o r "curing Brown's g i r l of the I t ch" and just 3p for

b l e e d i n g Widow Hornidge.
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