
Such procedures were i temised to the doctor whose charges were a f a i r l y
s tandard 10 / - f o r cur ing, bleeding and bonesetting. Was Mrs Ta y l o r
t h e fi r s t r e c o r d of a G l o u c e s t e r n u r s e e x t e n d i n g h e r r o l e ? She c e r t a i n -
ly undercut the d o c t o r ' s f ees and as no f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e to e i t h e r her
or the procedures carried out by any other than a doctor can be found,
she may have extended her r o l e unwisely! However, those nurses who
were a l s o i d e n t i fi e d as midwives did provide a s e r v i c e to the poor of
Gloucester i n t h e i r own homes i n t o the l a t e 1880s when they were g radua l ly
replaced by the t ra ined nurses appointed by the Gloucester D i s t r i c t Nurses
Assoc ia t ion founded by p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n in 1884.

The G l o u c e s t e r D i s t r i c t Nurses Assoc ia t ion r a p i d l y grew from s t rength to
s t r e n g t h , meet ing t h e r equ i remen t s of the Queen Vi c t o r i a J u b i l e e I n s t i t u t e
for Nurses and later the C.M.B., e s t a b l i s h i n g a highly respected t r a in ing
programme for nurses and midwives on the distr ict . T h e M i d w i v e s A c t
a c t u a l l y meant a reduct ion r a t h e r than an extension of the ro l e as far as
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was c o n c e r n e d . T h i s may be i n d i r e c t l y i d e n t i fi e d in t h e
Minutes of the Society as members discussed a t great length who should
meet the cost of the doctor ' s examination required by the Act.

In the meantime the work of the Gloucester Infirmary, founded by
s u b s c r i p t i o n in 1754, developed s tead i ly. T h i s deve lopmen t i s r e c o r d e d
in t h e M i n u t e s o f t h e Weekly Board and Q u a r t e r l y G o v e r n o r ' s m e e t i n g s .
F r o m t h e s e i t i s p o s s i b l e t o i d e n t i f y s e v e r a l a s p e c t s o f t h e n u r s e ' s r o l e
t h a t r e fl e c t the n a t i o n a l p i c t u r e .

In the L a n c e t o f May 1864 t h e r e i s a d e s c r i p t i o n o f a d i s p u t e o v e r whose
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i t was to give an enema. A s u rg e o n a rgued tha t i t was no
more h i s t a sk "than i t was h i s duty to adminis te r the medicine he s e n t , or
make and apply a mustard p l a s t e r or apply leeches and a t tend t o the i r
b i t e s , d r aw b r e a s t s o r p e r f o r m any o f t h e o t h e r t h o u s a n d o b v i o u s d u t i e s of
a n u r s e " . The Minutes of the Infirmary for 1868 describe an occasion
when t h e Weekly Board i n v e s t i g a t e d a c o m p l a i n t i n r e g a r d t o t h e t r e a t m e n t
of a boy with a s t o n e in the b l adde r :

" C e r t a i n t r e a t m e n t had been o r d e r e d t o be a p p l i e d i n t e r n a l l y
through the rectum but t h i s treatment was c a r r i e d out by one
or two of the men who were the boy's fellow patients and not
by the nurse . One of the men s a i d t ha t they had a very
troublesome job with the a p p l i c a t i o n and the boy f e l t i t
s e v e r e l y " .

As a r e s u l t of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n the Board ordered :

"With regard to the administration of suppos i tor ies , such
d u t i e s be long and are unders tood throughout the I n fi r m a r y
to belong to the nurses alone and no sanction can be given
to the nurse to leave her duty to be performed by the patient".

With but one nurse to each of the four wards of 25 to 30 pat ients , a great
dea l was l e f t t o them t o do. T h i s i n c i d e n t had o c c u r r e d when t h e
Governors were under cons iderable p ressure from the doctors to increase
the number of n u r s e s and e s t a b l i s h some form o f t r a i n i n g programme. E v e n
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