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E d i t o r i a l

The Chairman of the RCN History of Nursing Group and the Editor of this
B u l l e t i n s u b m i t t e d e v i d e n c e t o the RCN Commission on Nurs ing E d u c a t i o n .
E x t r a c t s from t h a t e v i d e n c e a re r e p r o d u c e d in t h i s issue. The m e s s a g e -

t ha t the h i s t o r y of nurs ing is re levant and necessa ry for the development
of a research-based profess ion - cannot be r e i t e r a t e d too of ten . The

welcome growth in i n t e r e s t in nursing his tory a t home and abroad (see
note about Kansas below) demonstrates the v i t a l i t y of nursing history.
What is needed is the courage and the commitment by senior nurses to
b u i l d up t h e h i s t o r y o f n u r s i n g a s o n e o f t h e p i l l a r s u p o n w h i c h t h e

p r o f e s s i o n r e s t s .

In 1978 I wrote of the need to encourage more micro-historical studies
as one s t e p on the way to a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the development of
n u r s i n g . Far too many 'mac ro -h i s to r i e s ' had been produced which paid

lit t le attention to the local and regional contexts and too many local
h i s t o r i e s f a i l e d to t a k e a c c o u n t o f n a t i o n a l o r o t h e r c o n t e x t s . T h i s

i ssue is given over to three local s t u d i e s in the h i s t o r y o f nu r s ing and
in a major review a r t i c l e Malcolm Newby looks at local s t u d i e s and nurs ing
h i s t o r y and p o i n t s out the ways in which such s t u d i e s need to deve lop in
order to p r o d u c e r e a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and not mere a n t i q u a r i a n i s m .

The Annual Genera l Meet ing o f the Group was h e l d i n London in November.
The b u s i n e s s meeting was followed by a Lecture given by Dr Char les Webster.
The paper will be pub l i shed in f u l l in the next issue o f the B u l l e t i n .

Members w i l l be aware from r e p o r t s s u b m i t t e d a t t h e AGM o f t h e c o n t a c t s

made between the RCN Group and similar groups in the United States. The

la tes t o rgan i sa t ion to contact us is the Kansas Nursing Heritage Foundation.
An a r t i c le on that group will also appear in a future issue. A n y o n e

interested in finding out more about the Kansas Group should contact
Christopher Maggs, Humanities and Social Sciences, Univers i ty of Bath, Bath.
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