
" ' o r   r u b b i s h   d i s p o s a l . . . . . The h e a l t h o f L i v e r p o o l and t h e
m o r t a l i t y r a t e s were then the worst in t h e U n i t e d Kingdom
Of a l l the grand causes of death - war, famine and pestilence -
t h e l a s t has always been the concern o f d o c t o r s . I n f ec t ion ,
epidemic and s p o r a d i c , s t i l l p r o v i d e d t h e main c a u s e o f death
and it was to reduce d e a t h r a t e s among c h i l d r e n t h a t t h e
founders of c h i l d r e n ' s d i spensa r i e s and h o s p i t a l s were pledged.
They hoped to do t h i s by learning more about d i sease in
ch i ld ren and p e r f e c t i n g methods of treatment . . . . . for which
specially trained nurses were needed". (8)

Nine months b e f o r e J o h n Simon t o o k o f fi c e u n d e r t h e C o r p o r a t i o n o f the C i t y
of London, the fi r s t Medical Officer of Health to be appointed in England
took up h i s post in Liverpool (January 1848) . Dr W.H. Duncan, MOH for
Liverpool, reported on the s a n i t a r y condi t ion of the labouring c la s ses in
L i v e r p o o l in 1840. According to Duncan the causes of the 7,000 cases of
f e v e r t r e a t e d e a c h y e a r were p r i n c i p a l l y t h e c o n d i t i o n of t h e d w e l l i n g s
o f the l a b o u r i n g c l a s s e s and some o f t h e i r h a b i t s .

"The i l l effects of overcrowding, want of cleanliness and
d i s i n c l i n a t i o n to move t o h o s p i t a l when s i c k were e x a g g e r a t e d
by imperfect v e n t i l a t i o n , inadequate drains and sewers and the
l a c k o f r e f u s e d i s p o s a l and c o l l e c t i o n . The c o r r e c t i o n o f

these f a u l t s lay not in t h e hands o f t h e d i s p e n s a r y and h o s p i t a l
d o c t o r s but in t h e e x e r c i s e of powers to improve t h e pub l i c
health by d i r e c t l y a t t a c k i n g the evi l housing and s a n i t a r y con-
d i t i o n s of t h e p o o r . So began the hundred y e a r s ' war to
improve hygiene and housing, waged through p o l i t i c s and
economics and public enlightenment by the Medical O f fi c e r s of

And when in l a t e r t i m e s p r o p h y l a c t i c t r e a t m e n t was
devised a g a i n s t acute s p e c i fi c f eve r s it was the Publ ic Health
O f fi c e r r a t h e r than the personal h o s p i t a l p h y s i c i a n who had
largely to put it into effect". (9)

In t h e annua l s t a t e m e n t o f t h e Medical O f fi c e r o f Heal th for t h e bo rough
showing the numbers of deaths of chi ldren under fi f t e e n years of age, which
appeared in every Annual Report of the Infirmary for Children "because it
seems t o the Committee that the very great mor ta l i ty among children in
this town, as exhibited by the figures, affords one of the strongest argu-ments i n favour of an Infirmary for children", (10) the figures for 1870,
the fi r s t year after the occupation of "new premises" in Myrtle Street ,
r e v e a l e d

"... to what a d e p l o r a b l e ex t en t m o r t a l i t y amongst c h i l d r e n
p r e v a i l s in t h i s town. The t o t a l d e a t h s for las t year
amounted to 14,744, of which 8087, or more than half , were
c h i l d r e n u n d e r 15 years of age , and of that number 4461
w e r e c h i l d r e n u n d e r o n e y e a r o f a g e . T h e fi g u r e s a r e a s
f o l l o w s :

D e a t h s u n d e r one y e a r o f age
Between one and two years of age
Between two and fi v e y e a r s o f age
Between fi v e and ten y e a r s of age
Between ten and fi f t e e n y e a r s of age

4461
1 6 0 6
1252
5 3 5
233 . "
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