lartpubbish: disposal . it The health of Liverpool and the
mortality rates were then the worst in the United Kingdom ...
Of all the grand causes of death - war, famine and pestilence -
the last has always been the concern of doctors. Infection,
epidemic and sporadic, still provided the main cause of death
and it was to reduce death rates among children that the
founders of children's dispensaries and hospitals were pledged.
They hoped to do this by learning more about disease in
children and perfecting methods of treatment ..... for which
specially trained nurses were needed". (8)

Nine months before John Simon took office under the Corporation of the City
of London, the first Medical Officer of Health to be appointed in England

took up his post in Liverpool (January 1848). Dr W.H. Duncan, MOH for
Liverpool, reported on the sanitary condition of the labouring classes in
Liverpool in 1840. According to Duncan the causes of the 7,000 cases of

fever treated each year were principally the condition of the dwellings
of the labouring classes and some of their habits.

"The ill effects of overcrowding, want of cleanliness and
disinclination to move to hospital when sick were exaggerated
by imperfect ventilation, inadequate drains and sewers and the
lack of refuse disposal and collection. The correction of
these faults lay not in the hands of the dispensary and hospital
doctors but in the exercise of powers to improve the public
health by directly attacking the evil housing and sanitary con-
ditions of theipoor. So began the hundred years' war to
improve hygiene and housing, waged through politics and
economics and public enlightenment by the Medical Officers of
Health. And when in later times prophylactic treatment was
devised against acute specific fevers it was the Public Health
Officer rather than the personal hospital physician who had
larpely.to pubtiditsinto effect".(9)

In the annual statement of the Medical Officer of Health for the borough
showing the numbers of deaths of children under fifteen years of age, which
appeared in every Annual Report of the Infirmary for Children 'because it
seems to the Committee that the very great mortality among children in
this town, as exhibited by the figures, affords one of the strongest argu-
ments in favour of an Infirmary for children”,(lo) the figures for 1870,
the first year after the occupation of "new premises" in Myrtle Street,
revealed
ko to what a deplorable extent mortality amongst children
prevails in this town. The total deaths for last year
amounted to 14,744, of which 8087, or more than half, were
children under 15 years of age, and of that number 4461

| were children under one year of age. The figures are as
E follows:
| Deaths under one year of age 4461
f Between one and two years of age 1606
f Between two and five years of age RS2
Between five and ten years of age 535
Between ten and fifteen years of age 2as .l
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