
The medical s t a f f was ra i sed to i t s full complement of s ix o f fi c e r s in
1870 and a House Surgeon had been appointed. T h e n u m b e r o f n u r s e s w a s
increased to nine and the whole of the wards, capable of containing sixty
beds, were now thrown open for the accommodation of in-patients.

Later in this report it was stated the "the new Matron, appointed last
year, continues to discharge her duties s a t i s f ac to r i l y, and is always
found most kind and a t t e n t i v e to the c h i l d r e n " . In t h e r e p o r t for 1873
t h e M a t r o n i s n a m e d : "Mrs Dickin, the Matron, by the di l igent discharge
of her duties, and by her kind attention to the children, continues to
meri t the e n t i r e approval of the Committee", and l a t e r in the r e p o r t :
" I t is worthy of n o t i c e that in the r e t u r n s t h i s year the d e a t h s o f chil-
dren under fi f t e e n years of age are 2236 less than in the previous year".

The objects of the ins t i tu t ion , stated in every Annual Report, were:

( i ) to provide medical treatment and medicines for children of the poor

(ii) to provide the advancement of medical science, with reference to
the d iseases of infancy and childhood

( i i i ) to d i f f u s e among the poor c l a s s e s a b e t t e r a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h the
management of young chi ldren during sickness

(iv) to a f f o r d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r the t r a i n i n g o f women i n the special
du t i e s of c h i l d r e n ' s nurses .

In the report for 1878, when the "unavoidable closing of the Infirmary to
the publ ic f o r a time must be mainly a t t r i b u t e d to the circumstances (an
outbreak of smallpox was s t i l l very prevalent in the town)", the Committee
expressed their regret at having lost the service of Mrs Dickin (1870-1878),
who had been appointed to the o f fi c e of Lady Superintendent in the Hospital
for Sick C h i l d r e n , Great Ormond S t r e e t , London. Miss Roxburgh, "a lady

men they believe to be and neut epine, to superintend the surious dear-
The Committee in 1882 again thanked Miss Roxburgh "for the manner in which
she h a s d i s c h a r g e d t h e d u t i e s o f Lady S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . . . t h e y a l s o wish t o

express t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n of the i n d e f a t i g a b l e and devoted way in which
the nurses have performed their share of the duties of the infirmary". (12)

In 1892 the number of dea ths of c h i l d r e n under fi f t e e n years of age i n t h e
borough was 6,332, less than half the total number of deaths - 13,911. (13) The
Constitution and general laws were revised, l imiting the care of children
e i t h e r a s out o r i n - p a t i e n t s t o those under twelve y e a r s o f age. They a l s o
se t out tha t " t h e Lady S u p e r i n t e n d e n t must be a t h o r o u g h l y t r a i n e d nurse and
u n m a r r i e d . . . . . and s h a l l have the e n t i r e charge o f the n u r s i n g and domestic
department o f the i n s t i t u t i o n " . The Committee again, and in every sub-
sequent report, "desire(d) to record their full appreciation of the services
rendered by the Lady Super in tendent and the s t a f f g e n e r a l l y, whose skill and
work have contributed so largely to the sat isfactory and e ffic i en t working
of the infirmary". (14)
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