Some home visiting is noted in this report:

g arrangements have been made with a member of staff to
visit the houses and enquire into the circumstances of as
many as possible of the applicants with a view to eliminat-
ing those who ought not to be using the infirmary".(l5)

The 'member of staff' is not named so it is not possible to trace
whether an early start to community nursing was begun.

In 1920 the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital was formed with the
amalgamation of the Infirmary for Children, Myrtle Street, and the Royal
Liverpool Country Hospital for Children at Heswall on the Wirral. The
Royal Liverpool Country Hospital for Children was built on an imposing
site overlooking the River Dee. It had been opened in 1909 and was al-
ready noted for the work of the orthopaedic surgeon Robert Jones and

Dr Charles J. Macalister. The Royal Liverpool: Country Hospital had a
convalescent home at Thingwell Hall in Cheshire, opened in 1917. In
the Statistical Return of Patients for the year 1920 the total number of
beds available is given as 282: 110 at the City Branch (Myrtle Street),
146 at the Heswall Branch and 26 at the Thingwell Branch.(16)

The Medical Report for the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital records
that:

"The outstanding feature of the year has been the inauguration
of the amalgamation with the Heswall Hospital, whereby con-
siderable benefit has resulted to both institutions. In the
first place, some relief has been obtained to the heavy
pressure on the beds at Myrtle Street. The types of cases
requiring prolonged treatment now have the advantage of being
treated in the open air conditions provided by Heswall, whilst
more accommodation has become available for the acute cases at
Myrtle Street. Accordingly some reduction in the waiting
list of cases has resulted, although it cannot by any means be

claimed that the problem of bed accommodation has, as yet, been
solved".

The Report concluded that:

"The exact lines on which the future development of the
amalgamated hospitals can be framed remains for future
consideration. The need for a broad scheme under which
appropriate cases can be diverted to the hospital which is
most suitably equipped and staffed for their reception has
become apparent. Recent developments in medicine and surgery
are tending ko specialisation. For complete modern treatment
in special subjects to be available at this hospital innova-
tions of some importance may become necessary, but these will
form a question for future discussion".
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