
Some home v i s i t i n g is noted in t h i s r e p o r t :

" . . . arrangements have been made with a member of s t a f f to
v i s i t the houses and enquire i n to the circumstances of as
many a s p o s s i b l e o f t h e a p p l i c a n t s w i t h a view t o e l i m i n a t -
ing those who ought not to be using the i nfi rmary" . (15)

The 'member of staff' is not named so it is not possible to trace
whether an ear ly s t a r t to community nursing was begun.

In 1920 the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital was formed with the

The

s i t e o v e r l o o k i n g t h e R i v e r Dee. I t h a d b e e n o p e n e d i n 1 9 0 9 a n d was al-
ready noted for the work of the orthopaedic surgeon Robert Jones and
Dr Char les J . Macalister. The Royal Liverpool Country Hospital had a
convalescent home at Thingwell Hall in Cheshire, opened in 1917. In

t h e S t a t i s t i c a l Re tu rn o f P a t i e n t s fo r the y e a r 1920 the t o t a l number of
beds available is given as 282: 110 at the City Branch (Myrtle Street),
146 at the Heswall Branch and 26 at the Thingwell Branch. (16)

The Medical Report for the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital records
t h a t :

"The ou t s t and ing f e a t u r e o f the year has been the inaugurat ion
of t h e amalgamation with the Heswall Hospital, whereby con-
s i d e r a b l e b e n e fi t h a s r e s u l t e d t o b o t h i n s t i t u t i o n s . I n t h e
fi r s t place, some re l i e f has been obtained to the heavy
p r e s s u r e on t h e beds at M y r t l e S t r e e t . The t y p e s o f c a s e s
r e q u i r i n g prolonged treatment now have the advantage o f beingtreated in the open a i r conditions provided by Heswall, whilst
more a c c o m m o d a t i o n h a s become a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e a c u t e c a s e s a t
Myr t l e Street. Accordingly some reduc t ion in the wai t ing
l i s t o f c a s e s has r e su l t ed , although i t cannot by any means be
claimed that the problem of bed accommodation has, as ye t , been
s o l v e d " .

The Repor t c o n c l u d e d t h a t :

"The e x a c t l i n e s on which t h e f u t u r e development o f the
amalgamated hosp i ta l s can be framed remains for future
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The n e e d f o r a b r o a d scheme u n d e r which
appropr ia te cases can be diver ted to the hospi ta l which i s
most s u i t a b l y equipped and s t a f f e d for t h e i r r e c e p t i o n has
become apparent . Recent developments in medicine and surgery
a r e t e n d i n g to s p e c i a l i s a t i o n . For c o m p l e t e modern t r e a t m e n t
in s p e c i a l s u b j e c t s to be a v a i l a b l e at t h i s h o s p i t a l innova-
tions of some importance may become necessary, but these will
form a question for fu tu re d i scuss ion" .
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