In the second Annual Report (1922) it was noted that "a uniform
Certificate of Training for Nurses in all branches of the hospital has
been introduced".(17)

The Medical Report for the same year states:

"Since the establishment of 'The Liverpool Institution for

the Diseases of Children' over 70 years ago, and during

its gradual and continuous development culminating in the

amalgamation of 1920, the professional outlook with regard

to hospital patients has considerably altered, and the duties

connected with diagnosis and treatment have greatly increased
But in the great work of our hospital we have to keep

before us the truth, that the natural and proper place for

the child is his own home and the environment of his own

famaly.."

The archives of the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital, Myrtle Street,

and the Heswall branches listed by the Assistant Archivist of the University
of Liverpool do not include any nursing records. The minute books of the
Medical Committee available are only from 1868. Copies of the Ladies
Visiting Committee from 1869 are available, and a few of the Gentlemens
Visiting Committee from 1888.

On 13 April 1869 the Ladies Visiting Book contained an entny: "The fixed
time for visiting should be 2-4 daily, Monday excepted, and perhaps this
will not interfere with the doctor's visit". On 5 February 1869 a report
made at 7.30 p.m. intimated that "all going on satisfactorily", and on

16 February it was written that '"Matron reported no brandy in the institu-
tion and was informed that she could procure what she may require until

further orders". On 8 July 1875 "Mrs Dickin (Matron) required two gallon
of sherry" and on 10 August 1875 Mrs Dickin was unwell and confined to bed.(18)
The Gentlemens Visiting Book was more laconic: "all well" was usually

reported.(lg)

Registers of nurses which survive reveal that the number of probationers
entered for training was limited to between two and five each year from

the years 1892 to 1902. (20) These probationers were reported to have been
off duty at various times for diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles and typhoid
fever. The Staff Nurses and Sisters do not appear in the sickness reports;
some degree of immunity must have been acquired during their previous train-
ing at the various child-¢n's hospitals in the country - Nottingham,
Lancaster, London, Hale Liverpool are all named. A register available
for the years 1924-1925 - .ws that the physical and social environment of
these probationers was very different from that of Myrtle Street.(21) Home
addresses are not inner city addresses and names given for references
indicate a high social standing. Several 'Reverends' are given, a Canon,

a Justice of the Peace and many with academic qualifications, also indicat-
ing that an advanced or higher education had been reached.

There cannot have been the communication between the Lady Superintendent and

the House Committee to which we are now accustomed. The Lady Superintendent
Ward Book to the House Committee from 1916 to 1949 reveals hand written
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