
In the second Annual Report (1922) it was noted t h a t "a uniform
C e r t i fi c a t e of Training for Nurses in a l l branches of the hospi ta l has
been introduced". (17)

The Medica l Report f o r t h e same y e a r s t a t e s :

"Since the establishment of 'The Liverpool Ins t i tu t ion for
the Diseases of Children' over 70 years ago, and during
i t s gradual and cont inuous development cu lmina t ing i n the
amalgamation of 1920, the p r o f e s s i o n a l ou t look with regard
to hospi ta l p a t i e n t s has considerably a l t e r e d , and the dutiesconnected with d i agnos i s and t reatment have g r e a t l y increased
- . . But i n the g r e a t work o f our h o s p i t a l we have to keep
before us the t r u t h , that the n a t u r a l and p roper p lace fo r
t h e c h i l d i s h i s own home and t h e e n v i r o n m e n t o f h i s own
f a m i l y. "

The archives of the Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital, Myrtle Street,
and the Heswall b r a n c h e s l i s t e d by t h e A s s i s t a n t A r c h i v i s t o f the U n i v e r s i t y
of L iverpool do not i n c l u d e any n u r s i n g r e c o r d s . The m i n u t e books o f t h e
Medical Committee a v a i l a b l e a r e o n l y from 1868. Copies of the Ladies
Vi s i t i n g Committee from 1869 a r e a v a i l a b l e , and a few of the Gentlemens
V i s i t i n g Committee from 1888.

On 13 Apr i l 1869 the L a d i e s V i s i t i n g Book c o n t a i n e d an e n t r y : "The fi x e d
time for v i s i t i n g should be 2-4 da i ly, Monday excepted, and perhaps this

will not in te r fe re with the doctor ' s v i s i t " . On 5 February 1869 a report
made at 7.30 p.m. intimated that "all going on sa t i s f ac to r i ly" , and on
16 February it was w r i t t e n that "Matron repor ted no brandy in the inst i tu-
t i o n and was informed that she could p r o c u r e what she may r e q u i r e u n t i l
f u r t h e r o r d e r s " . On 8 July 1875 "Mrs Dickin (Matron) required two gallon
of sherry" and on 10 August 1875 Mrs Dickin was unwell and confined to bed. (18)
The Gentlemens Vis i t ing Book was more laconic: "a l l well" was usuallyreported. (19)

R e g i s t e r s o f n u r s e s which s u r v i v e r evea l that the number o f p r o b a t i o n e r s
entered for training was l imited to between two and five each year from
the years 1892 to 1902. (20) These probat ioners were repor ted to have been
off duty a t various times for diphther ia , s c a r l e t fever, measles and typhoid
f e v e r . The S t a f f Nurses and S i s t e r s do n o t a p p e a r in the s i c k n e s s r e p o r t s ;some degree o f immunity must have been acqu i red dur ing t h e i r p rev ious train-
ing at the var ious c h i l d r e n ' s h o s p i t a l s in the country - Nottingham,
Lancaster, London, Hale Liverpool are a l l named.
for the years 1924-1925 ws that the physical and social environment of
these probationers was very different from that of Myrtle Street . (21) Home

a d d r e s s e s a r e not i n n e r c i t y a d d r e s s e s and names g i v e n f o r r e f e r e n c e s
indicate a high social standing. Several 'Reverends' are given, a Canon,
a Justice of the Peace and many with academic q u a l i fi c a t i o n s , a l so indicat-
ing that an advanced o r h i g h e r educat ion had been reached.

There cannot have been the communication between the Lady Superintendent andthe House Committee to which we a r e now accustomed. The Lady Superintendent
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