
e n t r i e s such as : "May I be away from the 2 l s t to the 3lst ins t?" and
"May I arrange for ..... to give a lan tern lec ture to the ch i ld ren?" .
The replies are also hand written in the 'answer margin', "Yes" to the
two requests s t a t ed and "noted" to others. "Noted w i t h r e g r e t " was
recorded on the resignation of a valued s is ter. (22)

In a survey conducted by the Min is t ry o f Health during the Second World
War, the Royal Liverpool Chi ld ren ' s Hospital is shown in some dec l ine :

"The Royal Liverpool Ch i ld ren ' s Hospital (of 140 beds, buil t
in 1907) is again on a very small and very noisy site, and
is so d e s i g n e d t h a t i t could not be made to conform to modern
ideas of what is suitable for a ch i ld ren ' s hosp i ta l , without
almost c o m p l e t e r e b u i l d i n g . I t has a good country branch of
240 beds at Heswall in Cheshire, which consists largely of
open air wards and is used for long stay cases (orthopaedic,
heart, etc)." (23)

The Alder Hey Children's Hospital

There is another children's hospital in Liverpool, the Alder Hey Children's
H o s p i t a l . This h o s p i t a l i s some fi v e miles north of Myrtle S t r e e t and was
built by the West Derby Board o f Guardians for the r e l i e f o f "chronic
paupers" However, when the h o s p i t a l opened in 1914 it was des igna ted
a c h i l d r e n ' s h o s p i t a l . According to the h o s p i t a l ' s Souvenir Brochure (1964):

" . . . t h e b u i l d i n g of what was then a modern i n s t i t u t i o n o r
i nfi rmary was a remarkable achievement, but t h i s is not so
remarkable when we l e a r n t h a t the West Derby Union was very
w e a l t h y. I t had r e c o u r s e t o e x t e n s i v e r a t e a b l e v a l u e s and
was cons ide red to be a foremost a u t h o r i t y in r e l a t i o n to
the be t t e r c o n d i t i o n s fo r the r ecep t i on and ca re o f the
d e s t i t u t e and t h e s i c k . ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ Between t h e t ime when per-
m i s s i o n was g i v e n t o b u i l d the h o s p i t a l (1906) and i t s com-
p l e t i on (1914), Mr Harrison Cleaver, the Clerk to the West
Derby Board of Guardians, led the campaign to provide better
accommodation for s i ck , poor children. They were t h e n
accommodated, some in Deysbrook Mill Road Workhouse and
Walton Workhouse. At that time t h e r e had been a s e r i o u s
epidemic of eye trouble amongst children, and altogether the
focus was on g r e a t e r ca re being given to the poor law c h i l d .

"Mr Cleaver ' s love for ch i ldren was well known by a l l . He was
the l eade r in the movement for the a b o l i t i o n of the emigration
of young ch i ld r en , which was very extensive throughout the
c o u n t r y . Using h i s own funds he went to s e e the c h i l d r e n i n
Canada and on h i s re tu rn persuaded the Guardians to bui ld the
Cottage Homes in Fazakerley and to obtain and provide bet ter
c a r e for t h e c h i l d r e n .

"It would seem that Alder Hey was a l s o t o be used as a r e l i e f
of the C h i l d r e n ' s Block a t Walton H o s p i t a l , and both h o s p i t a l s

Not o n l y were t h e r e c h i l d r e n
transferred to Alder Hey, but certain services were shared . . .
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