
" c o n t r i b u t i o n to the poor r a t e . Surely these are e n t i t l e d
t o at l e a s t a s g r e a t c a r e a s t h a t w h i c h s i c k n e s s a t once
assured to the imprisoned felon, however c r imina l , for whom
well paid nurses are provided by the State." (28)

Poor s i c k c h i l d r e n were nursed by Wi l l iam R a t h b o n e ' s D i s t r i c t Nurses in
the community and by the nurses employed at Walton Workhouse, before the
opening of Alder Hey Children's Hospital in 1914.

The opening of the hospital coincided with the war and, although i t was
taken over as a m i l i t a r y hospital, the Guardians ins i s ted on re ta in ing a
p o r t i o n for c h i l d r e n . Six wards accommodated m i l i t a r y p a t i e n t s ,
Blocks A-F, and four wards, Blocks K-N, remained children's wards.
h o s p i t a l school was e s t a b l i s h e d at the same time as the hospi ta l and
children were tutored i f they remained in the h o s p i t a l above s ix months.
This would have included a large p ropo r t i on of the p a t i e n t s s i n c e theh o s p i t a l m a i n l y t r e a t e d l o n g - s t a y o r t h o p a e d i c c a s e s . In 1929 t h e Board
of Guardians was abol ished and the local a u t h o r i t y, Liverpool City Council,a d m i n i s t e r e d the h o s p i t a l and the school was s e p a r a t e l y a d m i n i s t e r e d by the
Local E d u c a t i o n A u t h o r i t y . Alder Hey was again designated a military hos-
p i t a l in 1939, taking both war c a s u a l t i e s and ch i l d r en a t the same time.
The Liverpool I n s t i t u t e of Ch i ld Hea l th was e s t a b l i s h e d at Alder Hey.
Dr Normal B. Capon was a p p o i n t e d t h e fi r s t P r o f e s s o r o f C h i l d H e a l t h i n
1943, to be succeeded by Professor John Hay in 1957.

The B r o c h u r e s u g g e s t e d t h a t :

" I t w i l l be a p p r e c i a t e d that a h o s p i t a l comple ted in 1914 and
used f o r a purpose o t h e r than for which i t was intended has
needed and s t i l l needs adaptation. ・ ・ ・ ・ ・ Despite the general
improvements in c h i l d h e a l t h which have o c c a s i o n e d d u r i n g the
past fi f t y years, there can be no question of a major children's
h o s p i t a l i n L ive rpoo l becoming s u p e r fl u o u s ; r a t h e r t h e c h a n g i n g
face o f d i s e a s e in childhood n e c e s s i t a t e s per iodic r econs ide ra t ion
o f the h o s p i t a l ' s a c t i v i t i e s and i n t e r e s t s and d e v e l o p m e n t . "

Development n e c e s s i t a t e d the amalgamation o f the Myrtle S t ree t and the
Alder Hey Ch i ld ren ' s Hospitals f o r t r a i n i n g purposes. A p u r p o s e - b u i l t
School o f Nursing was opened in 1978 in the grounds o f Alder Hey H o s p i t a l .
In the 1982 reorganisation the Liverpool Area Health Authority (Teaching),
the largest Health District (Teaching) in England, which served a population
of about 240,000, was divided into two d i s t r i c t s , the Central and Southern
D i s t r i c t s . There are eighteen hospitals with about 2,500 beds. A new
General Teaching Hospital with 850 beds is under construction in the centre

of Liverpool and will replace three general hospitals and serve as a District
General Hospi ta l fo r a large a r e a of the c i t y . This p r o j e c t , known as the
Medical Teaching Cent re , i s p a r t l y completed, and the Hospi ta l Col lege , inwhich t h e School of Nurs ing i s c e n t r e d , i s f u n c t i o n i n g . The e d u c a t i o n
t r a i n i n g f o r s i c k c h i l d r e n ' s n u r s i n g i s , however, c e n t r e d in a p u r p o s e - b u i l t
Education Centre at the Alder Hey Hospital. (29)

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o remember t ha t in 1207 Liverpool was a fi s h i n g v i l l a g e
to which King John gave the fi r s t c h a r t e r , and in the l a t e eighteenth century
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