
THE DEVELOPMENT OF DISTRICT NURSING IN DOUGLAS, ISLE OF MAN

In 1725 the number o f people in the I s l e o f Man was four t een thousand.Castletown was the seat of government, Ramsey the neares t port toWhitehaven, Douglas with a populat ion of about eight hundred was a tinyv i l l a g e .

David Robertson, after a v i s i t to the Island in 1794, said that there was
" . . . no publ ic es tabl ishment for s h e l t e r i n g the d e s t i t u t e ,pro tec t ing the insane, r e s to r ing the s i ck , yet in thisc o u n t r y p r i v a t e c h a r i t y was l i b e r a l . I n t h e h e r r i n gseason the benevolence of the fishermen feeds the poor". (1)

It was the custom of the peop le in the v i l l a g e s t o look a f t e r the l e s sf o r t u n a t e among them. The few begga r s who wandered around the coun t rywere sure of getting a meal, a seat by the fire and a bed for the night. (2)
During the e i g h t e e n t h cen tury Douglas had become the main c e n t r e of thesmuggling trade, and the passing of the Debtors Act in 1736, by which nol i a b i l i t y existed in the Island for debts contracted elsewhere, renderedMan a sanctuary for debtors from the surrounding countr ies . (3) A f t e rWaterloo Royal Navy and Army men came to live on the Is land, most choosingto l i v e in and around Douglas . Many new houses were b u i l t and improve-ments to the h a r b o u r encouraged an i n fl u x o f p e o p l e s e e k i n g work.there were beggars in the s t r e e t s , people without homes or living in cellarsand g a r r e t s .

An act of Tynwald passed in 1742 s t a t e d that no beggar o r vagabond should bepe rmi t t ed in to the I s l a n d . This law was amended in 1748, s t a t i n g t h a t :
"The Master of any vesse l should he b r i n g over such personswith no v i s i b l e means o f making a l i v e l i h o o d has t o main-tain them himself un t i l he c a r r i e s them back, and everyp a r i s h to maintain i t s own poor, not to suffe r them to begin any other p a r i s h . Those who i n f r i n g e t h i s law s h a l lbe whipped in their own parishes." (4)

The M i n i s t e r s and Wardens o f t he p a r i s h c h u r c h e s were t h e r e c e i v e r s o f moneyg iven f o r the b e n e fi t o f the poor and were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n .T h e r e was no poor l aw.

The M i n i s t e r s and Wardens of St Mathew's Church were r e s p o n s i b l e fo r thepoor in Douglas. This did not solve the problem of the ' s t rangers ' - theimmigrants who had come from the s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r i e s . They were l e f tdestitute as well as some of the Manx people themselves, including, forexample, the mother of an i l l e g i t i m a t e ch i ld who had not been able to satis-fy the E c c l e s i s t i c a l cour t s of the f a t h e r ' s i d e n t i t y. (5)
One c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e d e s t i t u t e was t h a t t h e b e t t e r - o f fpeople gave generously to the many c h a r i t a b l e o rgan i sa t ions that were being
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