
i n s t i t u t e d . One of these, the Benevolent Society, is of interest tot h e deve lopmen t o f d i s t r i c t n u r s i n g in D o u g l a s . This Methodist Charity,i n s t i t u t e d in 1794, was for the benefi t of people of every denomination
and concentrated on help for the s ick, d i s t ressed , the u t t e r ly destitute' s t r a n g e r s ' , without f r iends or he lpe r s .

D i s t r i c t v i s i t o r s were appoin ted who had to be o f good c h a r a c t e r , capableof i n s t r u c t i n g those they v i s i t e d in the ways o f " r i g h t e o u s n e s s and
e a r n e s t l y recommend cleanl iness" . They were e x p e c t e d to v i s i t the peoplein their area of Douglas at least twice a week, to report their work tothe Committee every Thursday evening at the Methodist Chapel. At t h e s e
meetings each c a s e was d i s cus sed and arrangements made for f u r t h e rassistance. (6)

One of these v i s i to rs was the well known 'Nelly Brennan'. She was ana c t i v e member o f t h i s S o c i e t y u n t i l a few weeks b e f o r e h e r d e a t h in 1859.
"A f a m i l y o f seven a l l s u f f e r i n g from typhus was brought
to her at tent ion. No one dared to help, fearing the
i n f e c t i o n . Nelly took care o f the five c h i l d r e n , cleaned
the i r rooms, r e f r e s h e d the i r wasted forms by b a t h s and
clean l inen , procured food for them, l ighted their fi r e s ,cooked t h e i r food. When they were well enough she found
k i n d f r i e n d s who got the o l d e r c h i l d r e n employment and
supported the younger ones. The f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r h a d
both d ied s h o r t l y a f t e r h e r fi r s t visit. She had d i f fi -
c u l t y in fi n d i n g someone to h e l p h e r to remove the p a r e n t sfrom the house to the churchyard. She a c t e d as mo the r,
nurse, servant and benefactress all in one." (7)

After the cholera epidemic of 1832-33, a House of Industry was built inD o u g l a s . A d i s p e n s a r y had been s t a r t e d in 1822, fi n a n c e d by theSt Mathew's Char i ty and o t h e r dona t ions . In 1840 a surgeon was appointedto take over the work o f the d i s p e n s a r y, v i s i t the poor in t h e i r own homesand a t tend to the s ick in the House of Industry. The dispensary wasadded t o the General Hospi ta l in Fort S t r e e t , Douglas, when it was openedin 1850.

According to the r u l e s , the house su rgeon had t o v i s i t the p a t i e n t s in the
hospital morning and evening, attend the dispensary from nine to eleven in
the morning, and v i s i t the poor in t h e i r own homes if they were unable tocome to the hospital . (8)

The matron was in c h a r g e o f t h e h o s p i t a l , and h e l d t h e k e y s .
not in the r u l e s , she v i s i t e d the s ick in t h e i r own homes. (9)

Al though

In 1877 a Commission was s e t up t o l o o k i n t o the m e d i c a l a i d and r e l i e f o f
t h e poor. The Repor t o f t h e Commission no ted tha t the General Hosp i t a lin Fort S t r e e t had accommodation f o r twenty four p a t i e n t s . In e p i d e m i c so f i n f e c t i o u s d i s e a s e s t h e r e were s p e c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r fi n a n c i a l a i dfrom government funds . There was a building in the hospital grounds fort h e s e p a t i e n t s . The n o n c o n f o r m i s t s looked a f t e r t h e i r own s i c k and poor.The Benevolent Soc ie ty mapped the town i n t o seven d i s t r i c t s with a v i s i t o r
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