
money had to be found by the Town Fund. Nurse Smith, the midwife,
complained to the commit tee that she was unab le to a t t end to he r p a t i e n t s
because of the time she had to spend at the hospital .

There is no f u r t h e r mention o f t h i s e x t r a h o s p i t a l work be ing done by the
d i s t r i c t n u r s e s . The Hospital Committee, representing Noble's Trust
Fund, did i n s i s t that they were r ep r e s en t ed at the meetings o f the Nurses
Fund (now called the H.B. Noble's nurses fund). In 1909 there were three
nurses working in Douglas, one in Onchan, one in Laxey and one in Peel.
For e a c h a r e a t h e r e was a group of ladies forming a committee, with a
p r e s i d e n t , t r e a s u r e r , s e c r e t a r y and a committee o f about twelve.
organisation was now called the 'Dis t r ic t Nurses Associations'. (11)

The fi r s t n u r s e to live away from the h o s p i t a l was Nurse Smi th . Her
address was 19A Duke S t r e e t , Douglas. I t i s p r o b a b l e that t h i s c o t t a g e
belonged to Noble's Hospital. In 1910 t h e r e were seven d i s t r i c t n u r s e s ,
seven different nursing associations, one for each nurse, and a district
n u r s e s ' home i n each a r e a .

The annual Committee Report for 1909 of the General Hospital and the Nursing
Associa t ions (a l l r e p o r t e d in the one document) r eco rds t h a t :

"The lad ies of the committees and the medical men give their
unstinted praise of the district nurses' skill and devotion.
Three were a f fi l i a t e d t o t h e Queen V i c t o r i a I n s t i t u t e . "

T h i s i s f o l l o w e d by a l i s t o f t h e n u r s e s and t h e number o f v i s i t s and number

of p a t i e n t s they had for the yea r. The Doug las m a t e r n i t y n u r s e Kane had
visi ted 56 patients and made 900 v i s i t s . District nurse Broadbent in north
Douglas had 76 p a t i e n t s and had made 1,849 vis i t s . They had taken over the
work o f t h e h o u s e s u r g e o n .

Noble 's Hospi ta l was growing. The dispensary was changed to become the
o u t - p a t i e n t department . The nurses were moved t o a nearby house, t h e i r
q u a r t e r s in the h o s p i t a l being used f o r s p e c i a l p a t i e n t s . M a t r o n ' s q u a r t e r s
w e r e u n a f f e c t e d . She s t i l l l ived in the h o s p i t a l . The p rob lem of extend-

ing the b u i l d i n g was so lved by b u i l d i n g a new h o s p i t a l i n H i l l ' s Meadow

(opened in September 1912, known as Noble's Hosp i t a l ) . Later C r e l l i n ' s Hill
H o s p i t a l became t h e Manx Museum.

The Isle of Man Examiner of Friday, 17 February 1922 contained a long art icle
headed 'The D i s t r i c t Nurses i n Douglas ' . It was a r e p o r t o f a combined

meeting of the th ree d i s t r i c t nu r ses a s s o c i a t i o n s o f Douglas. The meeting
was he ld in the Town Hall with the Governor p r e s i d i n g . T h e t h r e e

s e c r e t a r i e s of t h e d i f f e r e n t a s s o c i a t i o n s g a v e t h e i r r e p o r t s . The fi n a n c e s

of a l l were in a hea l thy condition. His Exce l l ency, in moving the adoption
of the r e p o r t s , urged t h a t no r e l a x a t i o n should take p l a c e in e f f o r t s to
r a i s e f u n d s a s work could be found for more nurses, if the associations could
a f f o r d t o e n g a g e m o r e . He s t r e s s e d the p o i n t t h a t i t would be to the bene-

fi t of t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e I s l a n d i f t h e y would be b r o u g h t i n t o

grea ter c o - o r d i n a t i o n .

L i t t l e change appears to have taken p l a c e between the two wars, and even
r i g h t up t o 1948. T h e r e were very few changes of n u r s e s . T h e s a m e n u r s e s
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