
Apart from the main London, Sco t t i sh and provincia l h o s p i t a l s , localhospi ta l h i s t o r i e s usually have local or p r i v a t e pub l i she rs - or recent-ly the A.H.A. i t se l f . This is to be expected, since such histories have
only l imi ted local appeal. Such his tor ies would appear to be of use and
i n t e r e s t to local r e s i d e n t s who might wish to know more o f an i n s t i t u t i o n
which has dominated t h e i r town, not only a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y but a l so
economically and socia l ly. C u r r e n t w o r k e r s w i t h i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n c a na c q u i r e a sense of p r i d e and i d e n t i t y in t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n .

Do h o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s have a w i d e r h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e ? B e f o r e an answer
can be attempted to such a question, i t is necessary to consider the con-
t e n t a n d s o u r c e s o f s u c h h i s t o r i e s . Content may be c o n d i t i o n e d by theau tho r ' s background; the genre i t s e l f ; the pro jec ted audience; localp u b l i c a t i o n a s well a s the p o t e n t i a l n a t i o n a l importance o f the i n s t i t u -tion i t s e l f . But perhaps more importantly, it is d i c t a t e d by the sourcest h e m s e l v e s .

It is possible to construct a stereotype for a ' t y p i c a l ' hospital history.Such a h i s t o r y has e i t h e r a s t r i c t l y developmental o r t h e m a t i c form.l a t t e r h a s c h a p t e r s c o v e r i n g b r o a d e r a s of time with subjec t headings suchas 'The Doctors', 'The Patients', 'Finance' etc. The book begins with theimpetus f o r foundation and the immediate milieu of the h o s p i t a l ' s setting.Next comes the fi r s t committee, the p h y s i c i a n s ' appointments and thef o u n d a t i o n s t o n e c e r e m o n y . The text is fi l l e d with p r i n t s of bui ld ings ,architects' plans, subscribers' l i s t s , rules, diet sheets and job descrip-D e t a i l s o f annual fi n a n c i a l r e t u r n s , s t a t i s t i c s for bed occupancynotes , s t a f f - p a t i e n t r a t i o s and in-and-out p a t i e n t s t a t i s t i c a l r e t u r n s .P o r t r a i t s of ' w o r t h i e s ' c o - e x i s t with po t t ed c a r e e r s of medical c h a r a c t e r s .The bad p u b l i c i t y o f s c a n d a l s i s c o n t r a s t e d with the good r e s u l t i n g fromroyal v i s i t s , etc. Key medical and n u r s i n g events are always recorded.The fi r s t x-ray department (always a photograph); the fi r s t nurse super-intendent; the fi r s t n u r s e - t u t o r, e t c . T r i v i a l b u t e n l i v e n i n g o d d i t i e sare i n c l u d e d : the e v a c u a t i o n o f n u r s e s o r m a t r o n ' s cat hunts. Wi t h i nthe text are photographs of nurses , e i t h e r in groups or s ingly in uniform,or taking cen t re stage in a ward at C h r i s t m a s . The World Wars o f t e n lend
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r d e s c r i p t i o n s o f bomb damage o r change t o a m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n .Most h i s t o r i e s c o n c l u d e wi th the Na t iona l H e a l t h S e r v i c e and a v e r y d e t a i l e ddescr ip t ion of the contemporary i n s t i t u t i o n , s ta ff and bui ld ings .
Such a s t e r e o t y p e g i v e s some idea o f the type o f s o u r c e s used in a h o s p i t a lh i s t o r y . It shows the heavy r e l i a n c e on ' i n t e r n a l ' ev idence: the minutebooks of the House or Medical Committee, or the Board o f Governors meetingweekly or monthly, supplemented by the Annual Reports. T h e r e might bereference to nurse registers or journals of the local Nurses' League. (4)These 'medical' sources are supported by local newspapers, Victoria Countyor miscellaneous local h i s t o r i e s , and sometimes Direc tor ies . Standardme the Baitin sen histories or medicat fourms.83) f o r e x a m p l e The Lancet

I l l u s t r a t i v e m a t e r i a l
usually comprises maps, p r i n t s , plans and ae r i a l photographs; ward, operat-ing, or e x t e r i o r p r i n t s .

All h i s t o r i e s r e l y on minu te books and annual r e p o r t s : yet few f o o t n o t et h i s in the t e x t or even l i s t them i n the b i b l i o g r a p h y. Al though t h eauthors acknowledge the gaps, they never t a b u l a t e the s p e c i fi c omissions.
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