
Obviously, weekly minutes present a continuous account of the i n s t i t u t i o n

(al lowing, that i s , for varying degrees of conscientiousness of Secretar ies)

and give convenient s igupos ts for a researcher to follow when using other

s o u r c e s . Ye t t h e y a r e i n e v i t a b l y concerned with domestic d e t a i l s , not

only d i s c i p l i n e and scanda l but a l s o finance and diet. The o c c a s i o n a l

reference to d i smissa l s and reprimands may make a good read but to be mean-

ingful i t has to be at the leas t c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d to deciennal pe r iods in

p ropo r t i on to the number of nu r ses employed.

Job d e s c r i p t i o n s and ru le s can be put to bet ter use than mere i l l u s t r a t i o n s
or c r o s s - c o m p a r i s o n s w i th modern times. H a w k e r h a s m a d e a t e n t a t i v e s t e p

to showing how ru le s indica te s t a f f - p a t i e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s . (6) Maggs takes
such domestic material further in his paper 'The Hospital , the Firm and the
Nurse' (7) He s t r e s s e s the fi n a n c i a l o rg a n i s a t i o n o f non-endowed h o s p i t a l s ,

showing the importance of c o s t - e f f e c t i v e n e s s in terms of laundry, cheap

b e e f t e a and s t a f f r a t i o s .
c r u c i a l , he a r g u e s , i n r e - a s s u r i n g b o t h t h e p u b l i c a n d t h e s u b s c r i b e r s t h a t

the h o s p i t a l was e f fi c i e n t . D o n a t i o n s c o u l d be m a n i p u l a t e d w i t h i n t h e

accounts t h u s r e d u c i n g c u r r e n t income and showing the h o s p i t a l in c o n t i n u a l

c r i s i s as a s t i m u l u s to f u n d - r a i s i n g . This type o f approach s i g n i fi e s a

new dimension to a reading o f h o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s and e s p e c i a l l y to nurse
h i s t o r i a n s . Nursing h i s t o r i a n s may p a r t i c u l a r l y fi n d i n t e r e s t in his

argument t ha t the t r e a s u r e r s ' i n i t i a l h o s t i l i t y to increased cos t s of re-
formed nursing diminished when they r e a l i s e d that improved s t a f fi n g r a t i o s

gave trained nurses ' t ime' - freed by an increase in t rainees - that coula
be ' s o l d ' t o p r i v a t e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .

The o t h e r c h i e f s o u r c e fo r many l o c a l h i s t o r i e s i s l o c a l newspapers which

might be e x p e c t e d t o p r o v i d e c o r r o b o r a t i v e d a t a t o t h e m i n u t e books and

However, i n s t ead of c o r r o b o r a t i o n t h e r e i s a s u s p i c i o n

o f r e c i p r o c a t i o n . P r e s s r e l e a s e s and l e a k s a r e not a r e c e n t phenomenon.

I t i s not unknown to fi n d newspaper r e p o r t s o f annual meetings pos ted in

m i n u t e b o o k s . Minutes refer to l e t t e r s in the newspaper as an argument

f o r f u t u r e cour ses o f a c t i o n , a l though the p r e s s repor t o f t e n co inc ides

w i t h t h e aim o f one o f t h e f a c t i o n s on the committee. Late e ighteenth and

nineteenth century newspapers tended to be e i t h e r Tory, Whig or Radical.
Many towns possessed a paper for all three groups. Yet h o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s

never r e f e r to the p o l i t i c a l hue of the newspapers consu l t ed .

appears to r e ly e n t i r e l y on the Leeds I n t e l l i g e n c e r , a Tory newspaper,

never mentioning the equally influent ia l Whig-Liberal Mercury. (8) D i d

Anning only use the In te l l igencer or did the Mercury studiously avoid
coverage o f the i n fi r m a r y ? I f the l a t t e r , what were the reasons? In

Nottingham, for example during t h e n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry coverage is g r e a t e r

in the Whig-Liberal new, apers. (9) Were the reforming doctors more likely
to rece ive a sympathetic hearing or were these papers running an anti-Tory
campaign?

Local p a r t y p o l i t i c s are n e g l e c t e d i n most h o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s but t h i s is

a promising area for study. In Leicester the Whig gentry came together
to smash the unbroken Tory monopoly o f c h a r i t i e s by e s t a b l i s h i n g the

Infirmary. (10) They received ample support from bourgeois Whig subscr ibers

who g r a s p e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f g a i n i n g v a l u a b l e i n fl u e n c e i n the town.

However, the Tories fought back. One of their supporters became Chairman,
w h i l s t t h e i r two MPs gave s u b s t a n t i a l fi n a n c i a l support. L e i c e s t e r was

not un typ ica l ; it was only d i f f e r e n t in the extreme of cor rup t ion in the

Tory dominated unreformed corporations. (11)
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