
S e c u l a r c h a r i t i e s were e a s i e r t o a t t a c k than r e l i g i o u s o n e s ; h e n c e
h o s p i t a l s were a ready t a r g e t . In a recent a r t i c l e , Pickstone and Butler
i l l u s t r a t e such an a t t a ck by a Whig-Radical e l i t e against the entrenched
Tories who dominated the Manchester Royal I n fi r m a r y. (12) The b a t t l e by
the 'new men' fo r b e t t e r home-patient c a r e , i nnocu la t ion and increased
honorary s t a f f coa lesced with the movement opposing the f u s t i a n t a x ,
s l ave ry and the Test and Corpora t ion Acts. These Edinburgh doc to r s '
v ic to ry led to a new d i s p e n s a r y, more wards, s t r i c t e r nurse d i s c i p l i n e
and b e t t e r p a t i e n t s ' rights. This ' r e v o l u t i o n ' encouraged the influx of
a large number o f new s u b s c r i b e r s and an i n c r e a s e in s u b s c r i p t i o n s p a i d by
e x i s t i n g ones. This type of new medical h i s to ry o f f e r s wider encourage-
ment to the n u r s e - h i s t o r i a n . Some consequences o f medical h i s t o r y can
only be understood by 'a p a r t i c u l a r fragment of urban h i s t o r y . . . when
medical politics were for a while central to the politics o f Manchester'. (13)

One of the methods used by these two writers was to match a l i s t of the
s u b s c r i b e r s and t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p e r s u a s i o n s at the c r u c i a l 1790 m e e t i n g
w i t h p e t i t i o n s o v e r o t h e r p o l i t i c a l l y c o n t e n t i o u s i s s u e s . L i s t s c a n be
a u s e f u l h i s t o r i c a l t o o l . S u b s c r i b e r s , commit tee members and even
Pres iden t s l i s t s i f cross-matched with d i r e c t o r i e s or poll books are fruit-
f u l t o o l s f o r a n a l y s i s . For example, most h o s p i t a l s had a prominent member
of the a r i s t o c r a c y as President or Chairman. I t might, t he re fo re , be ex-
p e c t e d tha t in t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y s u c h a p o s i t i o n was o r n a m e n t a l and
ceremonial , yet behind th i s there might be the substance of r e a l power.
Modern work h a s c o n c e n t r a t e d on the economic d i v e r s i fi c a t i o n o f t h e
a r i s t o c r a c y and the s u b t l e use of local p o l i t i c a l power throughout the
nineteenth century. (14) H o s p i t a l s may well have been one a r e n a f o r such
a u s e o f power. A r i s t o c r a t s u s u a l l y s p e n t b e t w e e n 4% and 7% o f income on
p h i l a n t h r o p y and h o s p i t a l s were o b v i o u s r e c i p i e n t s . However, th i s ph i lan-
th ropy was not a l w a y s d i s i n t e r e s t e d . Bute suppor ted a h o s p i t a l fo r h i s
workers in his new docks at Cardiff, (15) whilst peers like the Dukes of
D a r t m o u t h a n d D u d l e y s u p p o r t e d s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s t o a c q u i r e p o p u l a r i t y to
ward off attacks by ' f r e e l a n d ' movements on their e s t a t e s . (16) E v e n s o m e -

t h i n g a s a p p a r e n t l y mundane a s a t t e n d a n c e a t h o s p i t a l b a l l s ha s been used
as a tool by one h i s t o r i a n to show the to t a l r e t r e a t of landowners from
1880 t o 1900 and t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g r i s e of mayors o f newly i n c o r p o r a t e d
towns. (17)

V i s u a l s o u r c e s a r e a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t c o m p o n e n t o f many h o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s .
P l a n s and maps a r e u s e d t o i l l u s t r a t e e x t e n s i o n s and b u i l d i n g s and a r e
gene ra l l y s u p e r i o r to pages of d e s c r i p t i o n o f wards and o u t - p a t i e n t facili-
t i e s . But i t may be p o s s i b l e t o put them to even more p r o fi t a b l e u s a g e .
Plans with d e t a i l e d measurements, e s p e c i a l l y of wards, m i g h t be used, in
conjunction with other sources, to analyse nurse routines. (18) I f h o s p i t a l
h i s t o r i a n s used a succession of maps of the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s urban environment,
they might not so r ead i ly accept a l t r u i s t i c medical s ta tements . New
bui ld ings were not only const ructed on the o u t s k i r t s of c i t i e s and towns in
a search for f resh a i r and high ground but a l so f o r increased funds as prime
land could be sold at p r o fi t and new purchased cheaply. (19)

P r i n t s of uniform Georgian bui ld ings can do more than break up the p r i n t .
F i n i s h e d b u i l d i n g s were o f t e n more f u n c t i o n a l and l e s s a e s t h e t i c a l l y pleas-
i n g as s u c h p i c t u r e s would have u s b e l i e v e . H o s p i t a l h i s t o r i e s s h o u l d
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