Secular charities were easier to attack than religious ones; hence
hospitals were a ready target. In a recent article, Pickstone and Butler
illustrate such an attack by a Whig-Radical elite against the entrenched
Tories who dominated the Manchester Royal Infirmary.(lz) The battle b
the 'new men' for better home-patient care, innoculation and increased
honorary staff coalesced with the movement opposing the fustian tax,
slavery and the Test and Corporation Acts. These Edinburgh doctors'
victory led to a new dispensary, more wards, stricter nurse discipline

and better patients' rights. This 'revolution' encouraged the influx of
a large number of new subscribers and an increase in subscriptions paid by
existing ones. This type of new medical history offers wider encourage-
ment to the nurse-historian. Some consequences of medical history can
only be understood by 'a particular fragment of urban history ... when

medical politics were for a while central to the politics of Manchester'.(13)

One of the methods used by these two writers was to match a list of the
subscribers and their political persuasions at the crucial 1790 meeting
with petitions over other politically contentious issues. Lists can be

a useful historical tool. Subscribers, committee members and even
Presidents lists if cross-matched with directories or poll books are fruit-
ful tools for analysis. For example, most hospitals had a prominent member
of the aristocracy as President or Chairman. It might, therefore, be ex-
pected that in the nineteenth century such a position was ornamental and
ceremonial, yet behind this there might be the substance of real power.
Modern work has concentrated on the economic diversification of the
aristocracy and the subtle use of local political power throughout the
nineteenth centuryfl4) Hospitals may well have been one arena for such
a use of power. Aristocrats usually spent between 4% and 7% of income on
philanthropy and hospitals were obvious recipients. However, this philan-
thropy was not always disinterested. Bute supported a hospital for his
workers in his new docks at Cardiff, (15) whilst peers like the Dukes of
Dartmouth and Dudley supported such institutions to acquire popularity to
ward off attacks by 'freeland' movements on their estates. (16) Even some-
thing as apparently mundane as attendance at hospital balls has been used
as a tool by one historian to show the total retreat of landowners from
1880 to 1900 and the corresponding rise of mayors of newly incorporated
towns.(17)

Visual sources are another important component of many hospital histories.
Plans and maps are used to illustrate extensions and buildings and are
generally superior to pages of description of wards and out-patient facili-
ties. But it may be possible to put them to even more profitable usage.
Plans with detailed measurements, especially of wards, might be used, in
conjunction with other sources, to analyse nurse routines. (18) If hospital
historians used a succession of maps of the institution's urban environment,
they might not so readily accept altruistic medical statements. New
buildings were not only constructed on the outskirts of cities and towns in
a search for fresh air and high ground but also for increased funds as prime
land could be sold at profit and new purchased cheaply. (19)

Prints of uniform Georgian buildings can do more than break up the print.

Finished buildings were often more functional and less aesthetically pleas-
ing as such pictures would have us believe. Hospital histories should
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