
note g e n e r a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l deve lopment s : h o s p i t a l s bear a c l e a r resemblance
to r u r a l m i l l s o r urban p r i s o n s . A s t r i k i n g p h o t o g r a p h of the i n t e r i o r of
the Liverpool Nurses Home, complete with p r i s o n - s t y l e l and ings , points upthis comparison. (20) It is a p i t y t h a t t h e t ex t s o f t e n excuse t h e design
on the grounds of s e c u r i t y fo r nurses aga ins t i n t r u d e r s , sugges t i ng that
such buildings indicate the great value (sic) placed on nurses.

Photographs of wards at Chris tmast ime are easy t o e x p l a i n but their
u s e f u l n e s s i s a r g u a b l e . They are so uniform, p a r t i a l l y explained by the
common pavilion design, the mid-ward pose of the nurses, the vision of the
lens and the range o f fl a s h . But why and how were the s h o t s of p a t i e n t s -
wi th no n u r s e s i n a t t e n d a n c e - t a k e n ? Also how are the photographs of
individual nurses in the 1870s, both young and old, in old-and-new style
u n i f o r m e x p l a i n e d ? Are the ones shown rare fi n d s or were many available?

In s h o r t , i l l u s t r a t i o n s should be sub j ec t ed to as r i g o r o u s a source a n a l y s i s
as wri t ten t ex t and deserve much more comment than r e f e r e n c e to minutiae of
uniform, l ight ing, heating and fl o r a l arrangement!

How useful then are hosp i t a l h i s t o r i e s ? At the most s i m p l i s t i c level they
identify possible repositories of primary source data. At the same level
they ac t as a u s e f u l c o r r e c t i v e t o n a t i o n a l s tudies . Ye t t h e s e s t u d i e s
o f t e n r e p l i c a t e at loca l level the n a t i o n a l g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s o f n u r s i n g
h i s t o r y both p re -and-pos t 1860. A read ing o f a number makes clear that
some change in nursing was beginning to take place in the 1840s and 1850s
and that the p u b l i c i t y acco rded N i g h t i n g a l e was merely a ca ta lys t . From
1860-1890 most voluntary hospitals were adopting the character is t ics of her
sys tem, even some o f the smal le r like Truro which p re -da te some o f the
London hospitals . (21) U n f o r t u n a t e l y some o f the most r e c e n t h i s t o r i e s by
r i g o r o u s theming and s y n t h e s i s in the i n t e r e s t of c o n d e n s a t i o n and read-
a b i l i t y a r e i n d a n g e r o f f o r c i n g some o f the m a t e r i a l i n t o a p r e - c o n c e i v e dmould. (22) This t rend is dangerous and s t u l t i f y i n g . If the sources
indicate a pos s ib l e devia t ion from the orthodox, t h i s could be more reward-
ing and i l luminating. For example, a long delay in introducing Nightingale-
style reform might pose interesting questions and present a profitable
a v e n u e of s t u d y a n d f u t u r e r e s e a r c h .

Where do n u r s e - h i s t o r i a n s who have e s s a y e d t h i s g e n r e s ince 1970 s t a n d ?
In the fol lowing I r e f e r t o fi v e recent au tho r s : one h i s t o r y i s o f an
eighteenth century voluntary foundation, and the o thers cover a nineteenth
century provincial voluntary hospital, a poor law hospital, district nursing
in a large provincial town and a late nineteenth century group of hospitals. (23)

Dorothy Watson, who spent twenty-one years in Southampton - eleven as matron -
wrote the h i s t o r y o f Royal South Hants Hospi ta l as a r e s u l t o f a r ebu i l d ing
programme which prompted her de s i r e to r e c o r d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n before it was

i r r evocab ly changed. The Royal South Hants s t a r t ed with 40 beds, the impetus
be ing a fi r e which l e d to a l o c a l wish to make permanent the emergency h o s p i t a l
p r o v i s i o n . As the town's popu la t ion swel led and the docks grew, the hosp i t a l
developed i n t o one o f the l a r g e s t in Sou the rn England.

Her book's theming, particularly the second half, is extremely haphazard with
plaques and centenary accounts, and one photograph of a so-ca l led Victorian
ward is inadequately dated. However, some a s p e c t s of t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n ' s
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