
6 . F i n a l l y, we would wish to argue that the hallmark o f any professionis its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for developing a c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s of i t s e l f andeducating i t s members in that c r i t i c a l f a c u l t y. To leave any g a p s , andin p a r t i c u l a r h i s t o r i ca l gaps in se l f -knowledge , poses the r e a l ques t ionwhether the p rofess ion is t r u ly 'profess ional ' . W h i l s t h i s t o r i c a l u n d e r -s t a n d i n g and h i s t o r i c a l r e sea rch and t e a c h i n g cannot p r o v i d e n u r s i n g witha l l its answers, i t can provide nursing with some important quest ions andd o u b t s . Before we can be sure of the present , le t alone plan the future,we mus t d i s c o v e r the p a s t .


