
nurs ing are o f na t iona l s i g n i fi c a n c e , having one o f the e a r l i e s t training
schools and nurses ' leagues. Mat ron M o l l e t s e r v e d on a n u m b e r of

organisations but, despite being a p r o - r e g i s t r a t i o n i s t , turned down a
seat on the executive of the Society for the State Reg i s t r a t ion of Nurses.
She d id , however, e n c o u r a g e her n u r s e s t o v i s i t t h e House o f Commons to

w i t n e s s t h e d e b a t e s . On one occas ion they missed the r e g i s t r a t i o n debate

but i n a d v e r t e n t l y fi n i s h e d up lobbying a Labour member of p a r l i a m e n t .

The book c o n t a i n s a mass o f d e t a i l s on t h e e f f e c t o f t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of

telephones and a p re l imina ry t r a i n i n g school fo r p r o b a t i o n e r s in the 1930s
but p r o v i d e s no f o o t n o t e s nor does it c o n t a i n a b i b l i o g r a p h y.

The H i s t o r y o f D i s t r i c t N u r s i n g h a s r e c e i v e d v e r y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n . S t o c k ' s

book, a l though n a t i o n a l , i n e v i t a b l y c o n c e n t r a t e s on Liverpool and London, 24)

Maud Gil l has p roduced the fi r s t local s t u d y o f a town which was p o s s i b l y

atypical of la te Victorian England. A southern seas ide resort a ffo rds a
sharp c o n t r a s t t o the i n d u s t r i a l n o r t h and m i d l a n d s which t h e B r i g h t o n

p r o p a g a n d i s t s argued had b e t t e r d i s t r i c t n u r s i n g f a c i l i t i e s . After a l l ,
B r i g h t o n was one o f the fi r s t t o a f fi l i a t e t o t h e Queen V i c t o r i a J u b i l e e

Ins t i tu te in the 1890s. (25)

A Scripture Reading Assoc ia t ion in 1877 supplying a mi s s ione r became within

a year the Relief Fund for Nursing the Sick Poor, employing two nurses.
Neighbouring p a r i s h e s soon wanted a similar f a c i l i t y and thus a number of
d i s t r i c t s merged. (Here a map of the area would have been i l l u m i n a t i n g . )
From its early history it may be seen that Brighton's district nursing
development r e l i e d very heav i ly - too much so - on two women, the aristo-
c r a t i c Miss Wake and Doctor U h t h o f f ' s w i f e ; so much so that when the former

was nurs ing her sick mother the Central Nursing Assoc ia t ion almost co l l apsed .

Although the value of d i s t r i c t nursing was recognised in Brighton, fund-
r a i s i n g was d i f fi c u l t and o f t e n l ed t o t h r e a t e n e d r e d u c t i o n s i n s e r v i c e .

The o rg a n i s e r s r e a l i s e d that spasmodic fundra i s ing was inadequate to finance
r e l a t i v e l y w e l l - p a i d n u r s e s i n a c e n t r a l home b u t t h e y f a i l e d t o convince

the Brighton pub l i c of the n e c e s s i t y of r e g u l a r annual subscr ipt ions .
Ear ly developments in Br igh ton would not have fl o u r i s h e d without the support
of London and Wo r t h i n g . Unfor tuna te ly, Gill never exp lo re s the reasons why
a s m a l l e r but s i m i l a r town twelve m i l e s a long the coas t was more advanced i n
t h e 1880s and 1890s. The strength of the book i s , however, the mass of
detail of nurse rounds, patient i l lnesses , modes of t ransport , e t c . set
against a twentieth century background of mounting fi n a n c i a l problems.

Janet Gooch takes another aspect of Brighton's history, the development from
workhouse i n fi r m a r y wards to General Hospital, through poor law, military
and municipal c o n t r o l . She c h r o n i c l e s over a h u n d r e d y e a r s the change
from s i x nurses and a t t e n d a n t s (none r e a l l y t r a i n e d ) s u p e r v i s i n g 350 pat ients
to one hundred and e igh ty nurses - inc luding s t u d e n t s and o r d e r l i e s - caring
fo r 700. Her r e s e a r c h e s j u s t i f y t h e n a t i o n a l g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s o f p o o r law

n u r s i n g as two important themes run through the t e x t . F i rs t ly, the diffi-
c u l t i e s in attracting trained nur ses and p r o b a t i o n e r s , and secondly the in-
adequacy of the nurses' accommodation. The former was never righted until
the Second World War, whilst the latter was not r e c t i fi e d unt i l 1929 with the

provision of a proper n u r s e s ' home. Within the text there i s a great deal
of data on nurses' duties, sleeping and meal arrangements, salaries and mid-
wifery t r a in ing , which could prove very useful when more Poor Law hospital
h i s t o r i e s a r e c o m p i l e d .

- 3 0 -


