
However, like G i l l , she takes a very ' i n t e r n a l i s t ' approach to local
h i s t o r y - as well as o m i t t i n g foo tno tes and b ib l i og raphy. N e i t h e r b o o k
gives the reader much information about Brighton's economy or society, a
sad omission since both are cata loguing care for e i ther the 'deserving'
or 'undeserving ' poor.

Margaret Kee l ing -Robe r t s ' book is of a t r a d i t i o n a l h o s p i t a l in Shrewsbury,
and is in many ways a t r a d i t i o n a l , if uneven, h i s t o r y. H e r r e s e a r c h was
p r o m p t e d by t h e 1977 removal to new p r e m i s e s .

The gentry made an abor t ive attempt to found an infirmary in 1737. If
t h i s at tempt had been success fu l , Royal Salop would have been e i t h e r the
fi r s t or second v o l u n t a r y p r o v i n c i a l h o s p i t a l . Seven years l a t e r they
were more successful, quoting in support of their effor ts a half dozen
provincia l es tabl i shments which had sprung up in the meantime.
particular use of Northampton, even sending their matron there for train-
ing, and yet the author does not explore t h i s connection.
does give a clear account of the various committees as e s t ab l i shed , and of
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f u n c t i o n s .
achieved a high wastage r a t e of matrons, even by e ighteenth century stan-
dards.
watchers i n the 1820s and Matron-Lady Superintendent r e l a t i o n s in the 1870s.
Although the nu r se s ' d i e t was improved as l a t e as 1896, and in the next two
years meals were consumed in a separa te dining room, a nu r se s ' home was not
c o n s t r u c t e d u n t i l 1907.
much information on nursing as the other books, but she does l i s t her primary
s o u r c e s in t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y from which it a p p e a r s t h a t t h e h o s p i t a l h a s a
complete set o f minute books and annual reports.

As a r e s u l t of p r e p a r i n g l e c t u r e s for n u r s e - l e a r n e r s on n u r s i n g and medical
h i s t o r y, Margaret Curr ie continued her research in to her local hospitals .
T h i s a p p r o a c h i n t o u n p r o m i s i n g m a t e r i a l ( a f t e r a l l t h e o l d e s t ' r e a l ' h o s -
pital only dates from 1872) has led to the first area hospital history. (26)
She g i v e s d e t a i l s of four teen or so h o s p i t a l s - i s o l a t i o n , workhouse,
chi ldren 's , maternity, cottage and general - in South Bedfordshire, often
i n c l u d i n g p l a n s and p h o t o g r a p h s . Even a s m a l l t e m p o r a r y h o s p i t a l f o r F i r s t
World War o f fi c e r s m e r i t s a m e n t i o n . The b r e a d t h a n d f u l l n e s s o f i n f o r m a -
t i o n on t h e s e v a r i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s makes i t more a l o c a l r e f e r e n c e book t h a n
a mere ch rono log ica l h i s t o r y. Not o n l y i n t h e number o f h o s p i t a l s r e c o r d e d
does she show breadth but a l so in her ' e x t e r n a l i s t ' approach - both loca l
and n a t i o n a l t r e n d s a r e c o v e r e d . E v e n t h e n u m b e r o f S e c o n d Wo r l d War a i r -
r a id s is recorded as the government made the mistake o f sending london hos-
p i t a l s evacuees to Luton, i t s e l f a s t r a t e g i c t a r g e t .
the orthodox local h i s t o r i c a l sources, inc lud ing the l a t e s t ava.. able census
r e t u r n s , but r e f e r s to them in the text r a t h e r than in f oo tno t e s and biblio-
graphy. Again, u n f o r t u n a t e l y, she does not l i s t or comment on the complete-
n e s s o f h o s p i t a l s o u r c e s . A c o n t e n t weakness i s t h e c o v e r a g e o f the work-
house hospital , par t icular ly nursing, but to be fa i r this may well be ex-
p l a i n e d by a p a u c i t y o f s o u r c e s .

However, she has compressed a r e m a r k a b l e a m o u n t o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o a m e r e
162 pages and, in wr i t ing a h i s t o r y of the t r a n s i t i o n from cottage to d i s -

trict h o s p i t a l , she has mirrored the Luton a r e a ' s growth from a rural
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