FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The next meeting of the History of Nursing Group will be on 22 February 1985.
It will take the form of a workshop with the theme 'Researching and Writing
asLocal, History'. Further details will be sent to all member of the

Group. Anyone not on the mailing list but interested in this and the other
meetings should contact Jean Betts, Secretarial Assistant to the Director of
Education, RCN, 20 Cavendish Square, London W1M OAB.

This year, in accordance with its Constitution, the officers of the History
of Nursing Group stand down, and new officers are elected. Anyone wishing
to put their name forward for any of the posts should write to the Chairman,
Monica Baly, c/o Director of Education, Royal College of Nursing. A full
statement of the procedures and nominations will be circulated to voting
members in time for the Annual General Meeting in November 1985.

The Annual Conference of the Social History of Medicine Society, Summer 1985,
will be held in Edinburgh. The theme is the Changing Face of Scottish
Health and Medicine. Further details are available from Malcolm Nicolson,
History of Medicine and Science Unit, University of Edinburgh, High School
Yards, Edinburgh, ‘EH1 1LZ.

Another Nightingale Film

The location shooting of a full-length film, produced for NBC Television,
entitled "The Nightingale Saga', has just been completed. A number of
stately homes in Southern England have been used as stand-ins for the
originals (unlike The Lady with the Lamp 1951) with both interior and
exberiorishols:.

This film is expected to be networked in the United States in the middle of
1985. Jaclyn Smith, the American actress, has been cast in the lead.
Although she is better known here for her part in 'Charlie's Angels', she
has played leading roles in American historical dramas such as Kennedy and
Washington. However, all the other leading roles are taken by British
actors and actresses of the calibre of Claire Bloom, Jeremy Brett,

Denis Lill and Peter McEnery.

The film's aim is demythologisation in a similar vein to John Bowen's
screenplay 'Miss Nightingale' (ITV 1974) and its emphasis is on her younger
days, contr: ing the upper class splendour of her life in England with the
rigours and :.jualor she faced during the Crimean War. It ends, as did the
Kay Francis vehiclie 'White Angel' (1936), with her return from the Crimea.

In Britain no little controversy has attended the film as a result of the
casting of an American in the role of one of Britain's leading heroines, as
coincidentally it did in 1927 when a question was raised in the House of
Commons over such a casting. However, anyone interested in nursing history
and its presentation in the media should welcome the opportunity to compare
this latest portrayal with the past ones of Anna Neagle and Janet Susman.
Since this is only the fourth full-length dramatisation in Nightingale
Filmography, we can only hope that either the BBC or ITV buy the viewing
rights in the future and enable us to judge for ourselves.
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