
accuracy, or even just to compile an index. Consequently, th i s is nota book to consult when trying t o find out about s p e c i fi c aspects of generalp r a c t i c e . I t does, however, convey some very vivid images.
J o h n Gabbay
Regis t rar in Community Medicine
West B e r k s h i r e H e a l t h A u t h o r i t y
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Prologue to Professionalism - A History of Nursing
M. Louise F i t z p a t r i c k
Bowie Md. Robert J. Brady, 1983, 281 pp
The preface of this book, which is the work of ten d i f f e r e n t contr ibutors,sets out the aim that "nurses, and students of nursing need to be informedabout t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e past so that they will be b e t t e r p repared to inter-p r e t the present". Although this aim i s met in d e a l i n g with the recentAmerican p a s t , it i s l e s s good when d e a l i n g w i t h the non-American h i s t o r i c a le x p e r i e n c e .

I t seems s t r a n g e that a book which p u r p o r t s to t r a c e the reform o f nurs ingin England should have only one Engl i sh au thor in the sea of r e f e r e n c e s -a n d t h a t D i c k e n s . Basing i t s h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s on the American au tho r s ,Nutting and Dock (1906), the book presents a naive Whig interpretation ofh i s t o r y, of the darkness into the light of the Nightingale reforms. Theauthors c o n t r a s t t he American e x p e r i e n c e wi th tha t o f England where theyallege the Nightingale Fund "guaranteed a s tab le financia l basis and theopportunity to b u i l d a t r a i n i n g school and design a p e r t i n e n t curriculum".A l a s i t was n o t s o . It is to be hoped tha t American s tuden t s of nursingwill get t h e i r understanding of the Nightingale reforms and nursing inEngland in the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y from a s o u r c e wi th more u p - t o - d a t er e f e r e n c e s .

However, English nurses going to America and confused by the Americaneduca t iona l and o rg a n i s a t i o n a l system wi l l fi n d t h i s n o t only a usefu lsources book, but a comfort in the fact that although we are 'two greatnations separated by the same language', our problems in educating andprov id ing a n u r s i n g s e r v i c e capable o f meeting changing h e a l t h needs aremuch t h e same. Not the l e a s t o f these i s p r o v i d i n g o rg a n i s a t i o n a l un i tyin the f ace o f i n c r e a s i n g d i v e r s i t y and s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .

M.E.B.
B a t h
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