
CHANGING PROVISION FOR SICK CHILDREN AND DISEASES IN CHILDHOODIN LIVERPOOL SINCE 1850

I n t r o d u c t i o n

"The s t a n d a r d h i s t o r i e s o f n u r s i n g b a r e l y ment ion t h i s b ranch of Vi c t o r i a nn u r s i n g " : s o c a u t i o n e d Malcolm Newby w r i t i n g about the lack o f knowledgeof chilren's hospital nursing. (1) The c l o s u r e s and t h e a m a l g a m a t i o n s ofso many s e p a r a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r s i c k c h i l d r e n in the n i n e t e e n t h andtwentieth centuries, the 'imperialism' of general nursing 2) and the d i f fi -c u l t i e s o f l o c a t i n g p r imary d a t a have combined t o make c h i l d r e n ' s h o s p i t a lnursing a dark area of h i s t o r y. This paper, p a r t of a larger study of theeducation and training of sick children's nurses, (3) looks at the developingprovis ion o f he sp i t a l care for sick chi ldren in a major provincial c i t y,Liverpool, in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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The I n fi r m a r y f o r Chi ldren at Liverpool was o r i g i n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d a s ad ispensary f o r c h i l d r e n and l a t e r as a h o s p i t a l f o r c h i l d r e n l a r g e l y byt h e e f f o r t s o f Mr A l f r e d S t e p h e n s : " N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t many c h a r i t a b l ei n s t i t u t i o n s e x i s t having fo r t h e i r object the p r o v i d i n g o f medicala s s i s t a n c e f o r the p o o r e r c l a s s e s , it was a m a t t e r of some as ton i shmen t toMr Alfred Stephens, Surgeon, that there was not one exclusively devoted toi n f a n t i l e d i s e a s e s , and when he cons idered to what a v a r i e t y o f disordersc h i l d r e n were s u b j e c t i t a p p e a r e d e v i d e n t t h a t s u c h an i n s t i t u t i o n must beof inca lcu lab le b e n e fi t to the ch i ldren o f the poor, e s p e c i a l l y in such adensely populated town as Liverpool". (4)

Or. 28 January 1851 a meet ing o f i n t e r e s t e d people unanimously agreed thatthe p r o j e c t e d i n s t i t u t i o n s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d f o r t h w i t h . A smal l p r i v a t ehouse in Upper Hil l S t r e e t , in the cen t re o f Liverpool, was acquired, and"The I n s t i t u t i o n for t h e D i s e a s e s o f C h i l d r e n " o p e n e d i t s d o o r s a s a d i s -pensary early in 1851. (5) Liverpool became only the t h i r d town in Br i ta into open a d i s p e n s a r y f o r c h i l d r e n (London 1769 and Manchester 1829).p remises at 46 George S t r e e t were o c c u p i e d in 1854 and the name was changedto the " I n fi r m a r y f o r Ch i ld ren" . On 14 J a n u a r y 1856 i n - p a t i e n t s were ad-mitted, a res ident house surgeon was appointed and the r equ i s i t e attendantnurses employed. ( I t was c o n s i d e r e d t h a t e i g h t n u r s e s , v i z s i x day n u r s e sand two n i g h t n u r s e s , would be s u f fi c i e n t . ( 6 ) The Infirmary t r ans fe r r edt o a house a t 58 Hope S t r e e t l a t e r i n 1856 and i n Apr i l 1866 a n o t h e r s i t ein Myrtle Street was acquired. The f o u n d a t i o n s t o n e f o r t h i s b u i l d i n g waslaid by the Duke o f Edinburgh on 23 June 1866. That bui ld ing could notmeet the s tandards of the twent ie th century and was demolished.infirmary, built on the same site, was opened in 1907. (7)
Between 1801 and 1851 the p o p u l a t i o n o f Liverpool had i nc r ea sed by nea r lyfour times (77,653 in 1801). According t o Mr S t e p h e n s :

" . . . n e a r l y h a l f of them l i v i n g in the narrow c u l - d e - s a c courtsand c e l l a r s which had been r a p i d l y c r e a t e d t o g ive s h e l t e r fromthe weather but with l i t t l e in the way o f water s u p p l y, sewage
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